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Court prepares to resume
Masks are now required to enter courthouse; cell phones, purses, backpacks banned

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Illinois Supreme Court 
issued an order May 20 for cir-
cuit courts to make plans for a 
resumption of in-person pro-
ceedings in local courtrooms 
starting June 1. Local courts 
statewide cut back on in-per-
son appearances and other 
actions to help slow the spread 
of the corona virus responsible 
for the pandemic outbreak.   

“We’ve been open all along 
for essential hearings,” said 
Steven L. Garst, Edgar County 
Resident Judge, noting such 
instances included hearing 
pleas and preliminary hearings 
as required by statute. 

Garst said social distancing 

rules and other public health 
guidelines are part of the plan 
for getting the Edgar Coun-
ty Circuit Court back open 
in a larger capacity. A limited 
number of people will be al-
lowed in the courtroom at a 
time and spaces are already 
marked where people can 
sit. The days of packed court-
rooms with people sitting 
shoulder-to-shoulder and the 
overflow crowding into the 
common areas outside the 
courtroom are over for now.

Those attending a criminal 
court call and unable to get 
inside for the limited seating 
must wait in the hallway and 
observe social distancing.

“We will have a person at 

the door to call people and 
let more into the courtroom 
when it is appropriate,” said 
Garst. “We are trying to reduce 
those numbers greatly (for the 
criminal and traffic calls).”

One action along those 
lines is no longer requiring 
defendants to appear regular-
ly for monitoring progress on 
getting fines and other finan-
cial obligations satisfied.

“We will leave that up to 
probation to monitor,” Garst 
said.

There is also a plan in de-
velopment to better control 
the flow of cases during the 
felony pretrial sessions in the 
upstairs courtroom. Cases will 
be scheduled to about 15 per 

hour so defendants will have 
a block of time when they are 
expected to appear rather than 
having everyone showing up 
at the start of the session and 
waiting until a case is called.

Garst said the court is 
strongly urging defendants to 
come to court unaccompa-
nied by family members and 
friends for appearances that 
are likely to result in a contin-
uance. He added the courts 
are still performing marriages 
and civil unions but again it is 
only the couple that can enter 
the building. Family members 
must wait outside. 

The biggest change the pub-
lic will notice about coming to 
the courthouse is steps taken 

during the early days of the 
COVID-19 restriction will re-
main in place. All courthouse 
entrances will continue to be 
locked with the only access be-
ing the basement level door at 
the north drive. 

New security measures 
will also be in place. Garst 
said security personnel will 
be at the door and all people 
coming into the building will 
pass through a metal detector 
on days when there are court 
calls, felony pretrial sessions or 
other special circumstances.

Additional security mea-
sures include prohibiting the 
public from coming into the 
building with cell phones, 

See COURT, Page 4A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Early safety practices put in place 
to combat COVID-19 were espe-
cially difficult for dine-in restaurant 
facilities.

Some of those rules eased a bit 
Friday, May 29, when restaurants 
were allowed to add outside dining to 
curbside, pickup and delivery service. 
Outside dining is part of the Illinois 
Phase 3 recovery plan that started 
Friday. The return to inside dining for 
limited numbers is part of Phase 4 to 
occur in late June. The City of Paris is 
helping local eating establishments 
by providing picnic tables for busi-
nesses to use.

Carla Fancher of On the Tracks 
Café is excited about the change and 
the city’s cooperation. 

She said social distancing rules 
remain important and in place for 
restaurants. The addition of the pic-
nic tables expands the small business’ 

OUTDOOR DINING IS NOW OPEN TO RESTAURANTS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Carla Fancher, left, of On the Tracks Café, directs city workers in placing picnic tables so the restaurant can provide 
outside service as part of the COVID-19 recovery efforts. Inside dining still isn’t permitted under the new guidelines, 
but restaurants can serve customers outside. The City of Paris is helping local dining facilities by providing picnic 
tables for the interim. In addition to Fancher’s business, the city supplied tables to Main Street Café, Betty Jane’s 
Kitchen and Bubba Lubba BBQ. Also in the photo are left to right Omer Lenhart, Terry Gates and Chris Redman.

COVID restrictions ease

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Stacey Wilken moves the 120 Coffee sidewalk sign to make room for city 
workers Omer Lenhart and Terry Gates to place a picnic table on the 
sidewalk. Restaurants and coffee shops resumed outdoor service Friday as 
Illinois entered Phase 3 of the state COVID-19 recovery plan.See DINING, Page 7A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Board 
will not pass a resolution de-
fying Governor JB Pritzker’s 
executive orders relating 
to a timetable for opening 
businesses back up after the 
COVID-19 shutdown.

“It has to be up to each 
business and each person’s 
comfort level,” board chair-
man Jeff Voigt said Tues-
day, May 26, during dis-
cussion about a statement 
on reopening. “The board 
shouldn’t say don’t open, or 
open.”

A full text of the state-
ment is on page 4A. All 
seven members of the coun-

ty board were present for 
the meeting, and it passed 
unanimously.

Board member Derrick 
Lorenzen said while coun-
ty officials do not want to 
impede local businesses 
getting started again, ev-
eryone must understand 
the board’s statement and 
position is not a call for a re-
turn to pre-COVID ways of 
operating. He emphasized 
the most important part 
of the statement is making 
business owners aware they 
have an obligation to assure 
health safety standards for 
employees and customers.

“I’ve heard from some 
businesses that checked 

with their insurance com-
panies and were told it is not 
a good idea to open at this 
time,” said board member 
John Chittick. “You know 
it’s going to be gradual, 
which is probably a good 
way to do it.” 

Board member Andy Pat-
rick had a different message 
from his insurance provider. 
Patrick, who owns Andrew’s 
at the Westbrook, said his in-
surance provider specializes 
in coverage for restaurants 
and bars and confirmed his 
business insurance is valid, if 
he reopens.

A study session preced-
ed the special meeting and 
two of the main topics of 

conversation was the status 
of the SmartWatt renova-
tions to county buildings 
and plans to seek a Rebuild 
Illinois Fast-Track Public In-
frastructure grant for repairs 
to the courthouse roof. 

Patrick said the SmartWatt 
project appears to be almost 
finished with installing new 
and more energy efficient 
systems in the county 
buildings. The goal is to 
have these changes pay for 
themselves over a period of 
time through energy savings. 
He added COVID-19 
response has slowed some 
phases of the project and 
in particular getting the 

Board urges businesses to be mindful while opening

See BOARD, Page 4A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Edgar County is no longer an 
anomaly in the spread of the coro-
navirus.

The Edgar County Health De-
partment announced Friday, May 
29, a county resident tested positive 
for the virus that causes COVID-19. 
As of Friday, 696 county residents 
were tested with just the one posi-
tive and two tests pending results. 
Based on the 2018 estimated Edgar 
County population of 17,360 the 
number of people tested is less than 
5 % of the county’s residents.

Janet Mason, Director of the 
Edgar County Public Health De-
partment, subsequently confirmed 
the patient is a female in her 30s 
living in a single-family home. She 
was working from home for several 
weeks. Health department officials 
believe exposure to others is mini-
mal as members of the household 
are her only immediate contacts.

The patient has gone into isola-
tion at home and is recovering. Per 
recommendations of the health 
department, everyone should con-
sider themselves always at risk for 
being exposed to coronavirus and 
help prevent its spread by remain-
ing at home as much as possible, 
keeping a safe distance from others, 
engaging in frequent handwashing 
and always covering coughs and 
sneezes. 

COVID 
confirmed 
in Edgar 
County

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The City of Paris joined the rest 
of Illinois moving to Phase 3 in 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s Restore Illinois 
Plan Friday — but Paris Mayor 
Craig Smith and the Paris City 
Council are continuing to work to 
move the city to Phase 4.

During the final council meet-
ing of the month Tuesday, May 26, 
Smith emphasized while he is hap-
py local small businesses — includ-
ing restaurants, retail stores, bar-
bershops and salons — are finally 
open, city officials are continuing 
to work with the Illinois Municipal 
League to quickly move the com-
munity to Phase 4.

Phase 3 is known as the recov-
ery stage, Smith noted. Accord-
ing to the Illinois Department of 
Public Health, communities move 
to Phase 3 when the rate of infec-
tion among those tested and the 
number of patients admitted to 
the hospital and the number of pa-
tients needing ICU beds is stable or 
declining. Manufacturing, offices, 
retail, barbershops and salons can 
reopen to the public with capacity 

City works 
toward 
next phase

See PARIS, Page 7A
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PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

73   51
Prec: 0%

72   50
Prec: 0%

75   60
Prec: 0%

85   67
Prec: 0%

90   69
Prec: 0%

87   67
Prec: 30%

86   68
Prec: 30%

TODAY — The first of a few unseasonably 
cool but pleasant days with highs in the 
lower 70s under a mostly sunny sky.

SUNDAY — Sunny and spring-like with 
highs topping out in the low 70s.

MONDAY — One more pleasant day with 
highs in the mid 70s before heat and 
humidity return.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78°/58°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95° in 1895
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38° in 1947

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.14”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4.41”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.65”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16.15”

NORMAL:    High: 78   Low: 58    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

TALK BACK
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The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
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incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2020 by Prairie Bea-
con LLC. All rights reserved. 
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 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 5:26 a.m. 8:11 p.m. 1:08 p.m. 1:56 a.m.

SUNDAY 5:25 a.m. 8:12 p.m. 2:19 p.m. 2:27 a.m.

MONDAY 5:25 a.m. 8:13 p.m. 3:31 p.m. 2:57 a.m.

TUESDAY 5:25 a.m. 8:13 p.m. 4:44 p.m. 3:28 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 5:24 a.m. 8:14 p.m. 5:58 p.m. 4:00 a.m.

THURSDAY 5:24 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 7:12 p.m. 4:36 a.m.

FRIDAY 5:24 a.m. 8:15 p.m. 8:24 p.m. 5:17 a.m.

101 S. Central Ave.  •  Paris
217-465-6381

www.firstmid.com

Darla McClure
Retail Loan Officer
NMLS#1786317

dmcclure@firstmid.com
217-465-0211

Visit us online and click on

to start the process!

FINANCE A HOME

His furever home...  your forever home.
Make a move with  

low down  
payment options
and GREAT RATES too!

Contact Darla to get started on your home loan!

NMLS #411170

PROTECT 
YOUR FAMILY!

KEEP MERCURY OUT OF THE ENVIRONMENT
BY SAFELY DISPOSING OF YOUR  

OLD MERCURY THERMOSTAT

TO FIND A RECYCLING LOCATION, VISIT:

thermostat-recycle.org/zipsearch

MARSHALL LIBRARY REOPENS
Doors to the Marshall Public 
Library open to the public, with 
limited capacity, Monday, June 1. 
The library will be practicing all 
of the CDC, Illinois Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, Clark County Health 
Department and the library’s 
own safety procedures. One such 
practice is quarantining books for 
72 hours prior to re-circulation. The 
library’s curbside service for book 
checkout will continue for patrons 
who prefer to continue accessing 
the collection in that manner. An 
interlibrary loan service from the 
Illinois Heartland Library System 
remains suspended until mid-July.

LIMITED MASSES RESUME 
The Diocese of Springfield 
announced Bishop Thomas John 
Paprocki has granted permission 
for public Masses to be celebrated 

in the diocese the weekend of June 
6-7. However attendance is limited 
to 25 percent of the capacity of the 
worship space, and parishioners 
are to maintain appropriate safe 
distancing. Parishes are required 
to have a Parish Response Team 
that attends a mandatory training 
webinar and submits a readiness 
checklist for certification prior to 
celebrating public Masses. The 
training webinar includes detailed 
cleaning protocols and communi-
cation plans to parishioners about 
limited attendance.

MENTAL HEALTH 
SERVICES REMAIN 
AVAILABLE

In this time of high anxieties 
and serious life-stressors we 
may find ourselves in need of 
mental health or substance use 
disorder services. There are some 

resources actively available to our 
community members. Here is a 
list of such resources:
Human Resources Center 

remains open at the Paris and 
Marshall locations for mental 
health and substance use disorder 
treatment. In-person appoint-
ments are limited, but phone and 
video sessions are encouraged for 
the safety of the community and 
our staff. HRC is here to help in 
this difficult time.

118 EAST COURT STREET, PARIS
217-465-4118
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm
W: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
F: 8:00am – 1:00pm

406 N 2ND STREET, MARSHALL
217-826-6212
M: 8:00am – 5:00pm 
T: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
W: 8:00am – 7:00pm 
TH: 8:00am – 7:00pm
 
Regional Behavioral Health 

Crisis Line: 1-866-567-2400. 24/7 
access for people feeling suicidal 
or homicidal.
Illinois Warm Line:  1-866-359-

7593 Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free phone support for 
anyone living in Illinois. From the 
main menu, select option #2, then 
#5. Interpreters available for hun-
dreds of languages. Staff are also 
adept at conversing through Video 
Relay TTY: 1 (866) 880-4459 
National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline:  1-800-273-8255
Crisis Text Line:  Text HOME 

to 741741.

CORRECTION
STUDENTS OMITTED
The May 23 Prairie Press 
special section for the eighth 
grade promotions left out 
two students who should 
have been included. Officials 
at South Vermillion Middle 
School failed to submit the 
photos of two individuals 
when supplying pictures for 
the rest of the class. Jordan 
Smith and Carter Wood 
should have appeared with 
their other classmates.

Jordan Smith

Carter Wood

REUSE
the news

PROM BUS BRINGS PARTY TO STUDENTS

Special to The Prairie Press
In lieu of the Paris High School prom, sponsors Kelly Ferguson and Nicole Shay organized a prom 
bus and stopped at the homes of PHS students to celebrate the traditional end-of-year activity.
Prom royalty was also honored — King Coy Landrum and Queen Kaitlyn Mathews. Students had 
the choice to dress up or go casual for the event.

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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The Edgar County Community Foundation Salutes
Our 2020 

Scholarship Winners

CVJ Englum
 Vocational Scholarship

JERAD LAWSON

Pam Cockroft
Memorial Scholarship
PATRICIA TRAMMEL

Tanner Laughlin
Performing Arts

PATRICIA TRAMMEL

1544TH Shawna
Morrison Memorial
KATRINA STROW

Heather Rigdon
Memorial Scholarship

CALEB LAWSON

Kale Brinkley
Athletic Scholarship

NATHAN ZORN

Aaron Peel Fine Arts
Scholarship

CHRISTIANA MARLOWE

William & Martha 
Wilkins Fancher

Nursing Scholarship
PATRICIA TRAMMEL

Josh D. Andrews
Memorial Scholarship

MALLORY PINE

William D. Ingrum
Memorial Scholarship

KELSIE CRAMPTON

NATHAN ZORN

SAMUEL MAYS

KELSIE CRAMPTON TATUM TREGO

Tom Hebermehl
 Vocational Scholarship

ANNALISE 
LITTLETON

SAMUEL MAYS

KELSIE CRAMPTON

KIWANIS EARLY RISERS
Scholarship

PATRICIA TRAMMEL

Martha Wilkins Fancher 
Nursing Scholarship
PATRICIA TRAMMEL

CLASS OF 1988
Scholarship

MALLORY PINE

Ron Doris Memorial 
Scholarship

BAILEY AITKEN

Elizabeth Akerman
Memorial Scholarship

MALLORY PINE

Coach Wayne Berry,  Jr.
Scholarship

SAMUEL MAYS

Oland & Ann Hanner
Scholarship

BRIANNA TORRES

James D. Keller
Memorial Nursing

MARCEDEZ CASSITY

Joseph & Dorothy Archer
Educational Scholarship

JERAD LAWSON

Congratulations
Scholarship winners



4A |  SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2020   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS, FROM PAGE 1A

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — Interim su-
perintendent John Hasten 
discussed a need for Kansas 
Community Unit School Dis-
trict #3 to be better prepared 
for remote learning at the 
Wednesday, May 20, board of 
education meeting.

He reported the federal 
CARES act is making addition-
al money available to states for 
distribution to schools. Based 
on the free and reduced fund-
ing formula, Hasten anticipates 
Unit 3 getting about $36,000.

“They (the Illinois State 
Board of Education) prefers 
we use it for technology, so 
when it comes down to remote 
learning, we will be in a better 
position,” said Hasten.

All Illinois schools closed in 
March as part of an effort to 
stem COVID-19, and schools 
had little time to prepare for of-
fering online learning when the 
students went home. Depend-
ing on technology capabilities, 
some schools had an easier 
switch over to remote learning

Hasten told board members 
some of the CARES money 
will be used to update teach-
ers’ desk computers, buy more 
Chromebooks and find ways 
to help families that do not 
have Internet service.

“If in the fall, we have to do 
remote learning, we can pro-
vide Chromebooks to students 
in grades nine to 12, and may-
be grades seven and eight,” said 
Hasten. “Hopefully, we will 
start school without it, but my 
concern is during flu season, 

with COVID, we may have to 
go back to it.”

He added another compo-
nent to the plan is providing 
more professional develop-
ment because remote learning 
requires a much different ap-
proach than standing in front 
of a class and presenting the 
information to everyone at the 
same time.

“Professional development 
for teachers is important to 
make it work,” Hasten said.

Board member Ron Lee 
posed a question if it will be 
necessary to close the Kansas 
schools again. He said the class 
sizes are so small it should be 
easy to devise a plan to main-
tain social distancing in the 
classrooms.

Principal Cindy Spencer 
said one approach under con-
sideration is to have only half 
of the students in the building 
at one time. This would require 
dividing students into two sec-
tions with one group coming 
to school Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday of one week and at-
tending Tuesday and Thursday 
the following week.

The drawback, Spencer 
said, is the rate at which stu-
dents learn will be significantly 
slowed.

Hasten doubted it will be 
possible to maintain social 
distancing at the high school 
level.

“Passing between classes 
for high school will be diffi-
cult,” said Hasten. 

It was suggested having 
students stay in place and re-
quiring the teachers to pass 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

KANSAS — The Kansas 
High School Class of 2020 
will have a commencement, al-
though it will not be what some 
students wanted.

Graduation was a topic 
of conversation during the 
Unit 3 board of education 
meeting Wednesday, May 20. 
COVID-19 restrictions on 
public gatherings have forced 
all schools to reconsider com-
mencement programs.

Principal Cindy Spencer told 
board members after measur-
ing the pavilion in the village 
park, she determined there was 
adequate room to space the 
picnic tables six feet apart so 
each student in the 10-member 
class and their immediate fami-
ly used a single table.

“I checked with the health 
department, the village, the po-
lice and the sheriff and nobody 
had a problem with the plan,” 
said Spencer. 

She then sent a letter to se-
nior class members advising 
them graduation was sched-
uled for June 6 in the park and 
explained how distancing was 
to work. Some of the class 
members disagreed and made 
their opinions known to Spen-
cer and school board president 

Mark Eskew.
Spencer said the students 

wanted a traditional Kansas 
High School graduation ex-
ercise in May to take place in 
the school gym. She informed 
them graduation in the gym 
was off the table because of 
crowd restrictions within en-
closed spaces. She agreed there 
were ways to incorporate some 
of the Kansas traditions such as 
speakers, a slide show and flow-
er distribution into the gradua-
tion at the park.

“They later called Mark and 
said the plan was not accept-
able,” said Spencer.

Eskew was unaware the 
students had already been in 
communication with Spencer 
when they contacted him and 
suggested they do a petition, 
signed by both students and 
parents, for the board to con-
sider. The petition before the 
board was signed by six stu-
dents. It rejected the June grad-
uation in the park and asked to 
postpone the event until July or 
August in case crowd size was 
lifted to have a graduation in 
the gym.

Interim superintendent John 
Hasten recommended mov-
ing ahead with graduation as 
planned by Spencer.

“The thing to consider is we 

Kansas schools plan for 
remote learning, just in case

Kansas BOE sets graduation 
date over student objections

between the rooms. The 
superintendent doubted 
that will work with sched-
uling when several different 
classes must be taught each 
hour.

In her report, Spencer 
said a top priority is going 
through all of the grades, 
which are to be posted on 
report cards by June 1, to 
make sure there are no 
incompletes. Faculty, she 
said, will be contacting stu-
dents who have not turned 
in work from remote learn-
ing assignments and en-
couraging them to finish so 
they do not have an incom-
plete.

The remote learning sit-
uation did prompt some 
adaptations to regular state 
rules, including a state-
ment from the Illinois State 
Board of Education that 
remote learning results can-
not be used to harm grades 
for those students who 
had a drop in performance 
compared to what they did 
in the classroom setting.

In addition, the state 
dropped some require-
ments for 2020 graduating 
seniors. Subjects that pre-
viously required four years 
of credit only needed 3.5 
points of credit in acknowl-
edgement the seniors lost 
almost all of the second 
semester during their final 
year.

“Our thought is if they 
have a C, or better, in the 
third quarter, they will 
pass,” said Spencer.

are not sure if we are going to 
open in August,” said Hasten. 
“What we have now is OK with 
the health department. It is bet-
ter going ahead with the plan 
than waiting to see what may 
happen in July or August, and 
the kids are dispersed.”

While board members were 
sympathetic the class was not 
getting the graduation mem-
bers had expected, the realities 
of the situation and the need 
to maintain public health out-
weighed those concerns. 

Board member Ron Lee not-
ed some big high schools can-
celed graduation and diplomas 
were mailed.

“We don’t know what this 
is going to look like in the fu-
ture,” said board member Gabe 
Boedecker, adding China just 
implemented a second lock 
down following a resurgence in 
COVID-19 infections.

“You can’t always get what 
you want,” said board member 
Thad Brimner. “Sometimes 
you get what you need.”

The Kansas Board of Educa-
tion unanimously voted to have 
graduation June 6 in the village 
park, with a 1 p.m. eighth grade 
promotion followed by a 2 p.m. 
commencement for the se-
niors. A rain date was set for the 
evening of June 8.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN — The lack 
of a quorum prevented the 
Northern Edgar County Am-
bulance Board (NECAS) from 
conducting business Tuesday, 
May 26.

Board president Kevin Ju-
lian noted it is difficult for 
some board members to at-
tend during farming season. 
NECAS coordinator Jeremy 
Neal added the items on the 
agenda for Tuesday were rou-
tine and can be carried forward 
to the June meeting.

The most significant action 

for NECAS came during the 
May 20 Edgar County Board 
meeting when the board passed 
a resolution establishing Edgar 
County Special Service Area 
#2 to collect a property tax in 
Young America, Ross, Prairie, 
Brouilletts Creek, Edgar and 
Shiloh townships and the com-
munities of Hume, Metcalf and 
Chrisman to help fund an am-
bulance service. 

Passing the resolution is 
only one part of a multistep 
process making the special 
service area a reality. The next 
action is a public hearing 7 
p.m. July 20 in Chrisman so 

NECAS board does not meet
residents of Northern Edgar 
County can ask questions of 
county board members and 
make statements regarding the 
creation of a special service 
area. A 60-day waiting period 
follows the July 20 hearing to 
give any opponents time to 
obtain sufficient signatures to 
end the process.

Failure to obtain the re-
quired signatures means the 
special service area is official, 
and it becomes the county 
board’s responsibility to set 
operational expectations of 
the ambulance service and 
seek bids for its operation.
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heating and cooling system 
for the courthouse properly 
balanced. During a chilly day 
earlier this month, the system 
was putting out cold air when 
heated air was needed.

“They got everything in the 
courthouse then COVID hit 
and they couldn’t get people 
in here to do programming 
and training on how to use the 
system,” said Patrick. 

With the new system, every 
room in the courthouse has its 
own control box that allows 
for a personal comfort setting 
to within five degrees of a pre-
scribed level.

Patrick added window im-
provements for the county 
clerk and recorder’s office are 
not complete. He explained 
it has been difficult to do that 
area because the staff is work-
ing staggered rotations as a 
COVID-19 safeguard.

SmartWatt, he said, is done 
at the jail. The only action left 
is installing a water softener to 

slow down the accumulation 
of lime deposits in the new 
plumbing lines.

Voigt reported work with 
Wiss Janney Elstner Asso-
ciates (WJE) is progressing 
to get a Fast-Track Public 
Infrastructure grant submit-
ted for shovel ready projects. 
WJE is intimately familiar 
with the roof problems at the 
Edgar County Courthouse. 
The company did the 2011 
clocktower restoration at the 
courthouse and subsequently 
assessed the roof to address 
leaks.

According to Voigt, the 
grant application is due in two 
weeks.

“It is fully phased,” he said 
about the grant funding. “We 
can phase it in if we have to.”

Voigt said rough estimates 
are between $1 million and 
$2 million for dealing with the 
slate roof and the deteriorated 
metal decorative features and 
guttering.

Board member Dan Bruner 
asked if there is any cost-sav-
ing to replacing the existing 

The following statement 
was passed unanimously by 
the Edgar County Board 
during a special session Tues-
day, May 26, 2020

Edgar County Board 
Statement on Business Re-
opening

The Board appreciates 
the significant impact of 
the COVID-19 crisis on 
Edgar County businesses, 
some of whom have re-
mained closed throughout 
this entire health crisis. 
Those business owners 
who made comments at 
our recent meeting raised a 
number of important con-
cerns, and we are working 
to address all of the vari-
ous issues. As neighboring 
areas begin to take steps to 
return to normal levels of 
commerce, our communi-
ty must continue to act re-
sponsibly and keep one an-
other safe. We have done a 
tremendous job so far and 
the proof can be found in 
the fact that Edgar County 
still has zero COVID-19 
positive cases.

Although some Illinois 
counties have proposed 
their own calendars and 
plans for reopening, our 
Board will not be issuing 
any such plan. After as-
sessing all of the relevant 
metrics and standards, the 
Board has instead writ-
ten to Governor Pritzker 
stating that Edgar County 
meets all of the require-
ments for the governor’s 
Phase 4 as set forth in his 

executive orders. Despite 
sending a request for a 
response, none has been 
received. The lack of re-
sponse is disappointing 
but does not alter our as-
sessment of our county’s 
position.

This is an evolving sit-
uation and there may be a 
number of pending legis-
lative and judicial actions 
involving the COVID-19 
situation which may not be 
resolved in the near future, 
all of which creates a chal-
lenging environment for 
small businesses in partic-
ular. Therefore, the board 
urges all business owners 
to educate themselves re-
garding best practices for 
your type of business as 
you adapt to the new cir-
cumstances, start to reopen 
or increase operations. 
Basic concepts like social 
distancing, sanitizing, em-
ployee hygiene, appropri-
ate use of PPE and mon-
itoring employee health 
are going to be a standard 
part of doing business in 
our community until this 
health crisis is resolved on 
a more widespread basis. 

The following resources 
may be instructive:

https://www.ecphd.org
https://www.cdc.gov/

coronavirus/2019-ncov/
communit y/organi za-
tions/businesses-employ-
ers.html

h t t p s : / / i l c h a m b e r.
org/communicat ions/
covid-19/

These resources should 

place every business own-
er in a better position to 
assess his/her own situa-
tion, using these resourc-
es prepare and plan to act 
appropriately. Your elected 
officials and the local agen-
cy staff members are here 
to provide support and 
answer questions so that 
you can keep yourselves, 
your patrons and our en-
tire community safe. Please 
consider them your allies 
in the process of reopen-
ing amidst the improving 
health situation in Illinois.

Any business that 
demonstrates a blatant dis-
regard for community safe-
ty standards and endangers 
the health of either em-
ployees or patrons will be 
the subject of appropriate 
sanctions and enforcement 
actions.

One final note: We re-
alize there are many busi-
nesses located just across 
the state line that are open 
and operating under some-
what different standards. 
However, we urge our 
citizens to support local 
businesses here in Edgar 
County whenever possible, 
even it that requires some 
patience as each business 
positions itself to operate 
safely. Our goal is a healthy 
Edgar County with a solid 
economic future, and we 
look forward to even better 
days ahead in our commu-
nity.

Approved and signed by 
The Edgar County Board
May 26, 2020

roof with a modern metal 
style of roof, or if some his-
toric preservation rules pre-
vent such a major change to 
the building.

Patrick did not know if 
the county is obligated to 
keep a slate roof. He said the 
roof is already a mix of slate 
and metal and there is some 
evidence the roof system 
has changed over the years.

“I’m not sure it was al-
ways all red slate,” said Pat-
rick. “There is a lot of gray 
slate stored in the attic, and 
you just aren’t going to car-
ry all of that up there with-
out a reason.”

Chittick noted some ad-
vantages to keeping a slate 
roof since that material 
never wears out. The criti-
cal part, he said, to under-
standing a slate roof is the 
slates do not keep the water 
out. The underlayment sys-
tem provides the water bar-
rier and the slates protect 
the underlayment from de-
teriorating due to sun and 
weather exposure.

purses, backpacks or other 
bags. A sign already posted 
on the door states people can 
only have wallets and keys on 
their person when entering the 
courthouse.

“That’s a security measure. 
We don’t have the capability to 
X-ray bags,” said Garst. “We’ve 
had instances of people hav-
ing their cell phones out in the 
courtroom.”

The supreme court order to 
the local courts also mandates 
masks be worn when entering 
a courthouse and denying en-
trance to anyone refusing to 
comply.

Garst said that is easier to 
enforce in counties that always 
have security at the door and 
some counties have adopted 
the practice of taking the tem-
perature of everyone who en-
ters the building. Edgar Coun-
ty, he acknowledged, does not 
have that capability; however, 
masks remain a requirement to 
enter the courthouse starting 
June 1. 

“If court security is available, 
masks are mandatory,” Garst 
said. “People without them will 
be turned away.”

The initial plan is to have 
some masks available if one 
is needed but the judge is not 
sure how long that practice 
will continue given the cost of 
buying masks and giving them 
to the public. He encouraged 
everyone to bring a mask when 
visiting the courthouse.

Courthouse security was one 
of the issues discussed during 
the Edgar County Board’s May 
26 study session. Board chair-
man Jeff Voigt said a minimum 
of three people from the sher-
iff’s department will be present 
on heavy court days with two 
manning the metal detector 
and one patrolling the building 
to make sure people are com-
pliant with social distancing 
requirements. 

The plan is to use court se-
curity funds to hire recently 
retired Department of Correc-
tions officers to work part-time 
for the sheriff as courthouse se-
curity, so road deputies and jail 
personnel are not required for 
that duty. Deputies or correc-
tions officers may also be in the 
building if they are escorting 
prisoners. 

An unresolved issue is in-
creasing the rate of cleaning 
and sanitizing when a large 
volume of people return to the 
courthouse. Board member 
Karl Farnham Jr. said current 
practice is a part-time worker 
disinfects door handles and 
railings every morning and a 
contract cleaning service cleans 
the building twice weekly. 

“That’s not enough,” said 
Voigt.

Getting cases moving for-
ward is important said Garst. 
He noted the supreme court 
waived speedy trial require-
ments as part of the emergency 
actions and cases have back-
logged. The court has not han-
dled a divorce case for almost 
three months and mediation 
regarding child custody and 
parental issues also stopped. 
Criminal cases have backed up 
as new arrests have added to the 
load.

Garst anticipates easing back 
into a routine rather than get-
ting all things started at once. 
Criminal jury trials, he said, will 
not resume until July and that 
will require some additional 
modification. 

“It will be hard when we call 
in jurors,” said Garst. “We can’t 
get jurors exactly six feet apart 
so we will have them seated in 
every other seat and add four 
chairs in front of the jury box.”

For the time being, jurors 
will no longer retire to the con-
fines of the jury room to delib-
erate. The plan is to evacuate 
the courtroom, put guards on 
the door and allow the jurors to 
deliberate in the larger space of 
the courtroom. 

A mailing will soon go out 
to everyone in the current jury 
pool advising those who are 
older than 65 and with under-
lying health conditions to call 
in and ask to delay service.

More technology is on or-
der to better facilitate the local 
court’s ability to conduct re-
mote motion hearings. While 
Garst anticipates that being 
advantageous for attorneys 
outside Edgar County, there is 
a practical local application.

“We are looking into having 
initial appearances and bond 
hearings on screen,” said Garst. 
“The defendant can appear 
from the jail. I think that’s going 
to expand.”

COURT
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Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

This notice on the north basement door of the Edgar County 
Courthouse, which is now the only public entrance to the build-
ing, is advising everyone security will be tighter for entering 
the building when COVID-19 restrictions eases. The public can 
no longer bring purses, bags, backpacks or cell phones into 
the building. On heavy court days, and possibly other times, 
security will staff the door and all visitors will pass through a 
metal detector. Security personnel will also enforce an Illinois 
Supreme Court order that everyone entering a courthouse must 
wear a mask.
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DAVID HARBOUR
David Ray Harbour, 63, of 

Paris, passed away at 1:45 p.m. 
Saturday, May 23, 2020, in 

Marshall Re-
habilitation 
and Nursing, 
Marshall 

In keeping 
with federal 
m a n d a t e s , 
private ser-
vices may be 
held at a later 
date. Stew-
art and Car-
roll Funeral 

Home is assisting with the 
arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

HARBOUR

DONALD GORMAN
Donald Rae “Donnie” Gor-

man, 63 of Paris, passed away 
Saturday, May 23, 2020, at 

Twin Lakes 
R e h a b i l i -
tation and 
Hea l t h c a re 
Center.

S e r v i c e s 
will be an-
nounced at 
a later date. 
T e m p l e -
ton Funeral 
Home of Par-
is is in charge 

of the arrangements. 
Memorial donations may 

be made to the American 
Cancer Society.

More information and on-
line condolences at  www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com

GORMAN

NANCY GOOD
Nancy Jo Good, 73, of Ur-

bana, passed away at 5:53 a.m. 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020, 

at her resi-
dence.

P r i v a t e 
burial is in 
Edgar Cem-
etery.  A 
public me-
morial ser-
vice may be 

announced at a later date. 
Templeton Funeral Home of 
Paris is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mrs. Good was born March 
26, 1947, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of Burl and Ermagene 
Hughes Keys. She married 
Darrel Good Nov. 27, 1964, 
in Paris, and he survives.

Other survivors include 
two sons, Kevin (Katie) 
Good of Paris and Keith 
(Dana) Good of Cham-
paign; two brothers, Pat and 
Tom Keys of Paris; a sister, 
Cathy Cochran of Paris; 
eight grandchildren, Jennifer 
Good, James (Katie) Good, 
Justin Good, Rebecca Good, 
Abby Good, Sam Good, Liz-
zy Good and Hannah Good; 

two great-granddaughters, 
Amelia and Autumn Good; 
and several nieces, nephews, 
in-laws and cousins. 

She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Michael Keys.

Mrs. Good was an active 
and devoted member of Liv-
ing Word Family Church of 
St. Joseph and served her 
church in various capaci-
ties. She was a devoted wife, 
mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother.  She will 
be remembered as a generous 
person who enjoyed spending 
time with family and friends.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Samaritan’s Purse 
or to Operation Blessing.

Online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.com.

GOOD

CHARLES MILLER JR.   
CASEY — Charles Ed-

ward “Charlie” Miller Jr., 66, 
of Casey, passed away Thurs-

day, May 21, 
2020, at his 
rural home.

Due to 
current social 
restrictions, 
services are 
at a later date. 
Markwell Fu-

neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. 

MILLER

SARAH BRUBAKER 
WESTFIELD — Sar-

ah Alice Litts Brubaker, 91, 
of Westfield, and formerly 

of Carlyle 
and Neo-
ga, passed 
away at 4:45 
p.m. Mon-
day, May 25, 
2020. at her 
home  

Per her re-

quest, there is no service. Her 
ashes will be buried in the 
Carlyle Cemetery at a later 
date. Markwell Funeral Home 
is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

Memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of the 
donor’s choice.

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. m a r k w e l l f u n e r a l -
home.com.

BRUBAKER

CARALEE SWICK 
 CASEY — Caralee Swick, 

87, of Casey, passed away at 
1:49 a.m Tuesday, May 26, 

2020, at her 
home.   

The ser-
vice is private 
and burial is 
in Ridgelawn 
C e m e t e r y, 
Martinsville. 
Markwell Fu-

neral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

SWICK

DARLENE QUALLS
LAS VEGAS, Nev. — Dar-

lene Harrison Qualls of Las 
Vegas, Nev., left this world 

quietly and 
p e a c e f u l l y 
Sunday, May 
10, 2020, in 
direct con-
trast to how 
she lived.

She walked 
on the Great 

Wall of China, parasailed 
over Acapulco, saw the tulips 
bloom in Denmark, sipped 
limoncello on the banks of 
Lake Como and had her por-
trait sketched on the steps of 
Montmartre, not to mention 
dancing the night away in her 
younger years in Terre Haute, 
Indiana. Quiet and peaceful 
would not be used to describe 
her.

Unfortunately, her memo-
rial will be delayed due to the 
pandemic restrictions. When 
it is safe to travel, her life will 
be celebrated by family and 
friends in Las Vegas.

Mrs. Qualls was born April 
4, 1940, at Rockville, Ind. The 
family moved to Paris, where 
she graduated from Paris 
High School in 1958. She re-
ceived a scholarship to study 
art at Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity. In 1961, she married and 
later settled in Las Vegas in 
1963. 

She is survived by her 
daughter, Stacey Michaels; 
two grandsons, Samuel and 
Daniel LeFevre; her sister, 

Geraldine Harrison Haase of 
North Carolina; and an exten-
sive, loving family of nieces, 
nephews and cousins.

She was preceded in pass-
ing by her sister, Teresa Har-
rison Cushman. 

Mrs. Qualls enjoyed a long 
career as an executive secre-
tary in many hotels, including 
The Silver Slipper, Castaways 
and more than 20 years with 
Caesar’s Palace until her re-
tirement in 2003.

She was known for her 
quick wit, easy humor and 
force of will. She was always 
up for an adventure and for 
helping others whenever pos-
sible. She loved to sing, dance, 
sketch and laugh.

For almost 20 years, she 
volunteered as a docent at 
Spring Mountain Ranch State 
Park. She loved leading tours 
in the ranch house and greet-
ing visitors at the admission 
booth every Thursday, rain or 
shine.

We will miss her terribly 
and her absence will be keen-
ly felt.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Spring Moun-
tain Ranch Docents program 
in care of Joshua Yelle at 
Spring Mountain Ranch State 
Park, P.O. Box 124, Blue Dia-
mond, NV. 89004

Thoughts or stories may 
be shared on her memorial 
page at   https://www.digni-
tymemorial.com/obituaries/ 
9182503 or on her Facebook 
page.

QUALLS

ANDREA LAMP
MARSHALL — Andrea 

K. Staub Lamp, 59, of Venice, 
Fla., and  formerly of Mar-

shall, passed 
away Sunday, 
May 25, 2020 
at her home. 

F u n e r a l 
services are 
at a later date. 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home 

is in charge of the arrange-
ments.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LAMP

KAREN MILLER
MARSHALL — Karen 

L. Miller, 79, of Paris, passed 
away at 10:34 a.m. Thurs-

day, May 
21, 2020, 
in Region-
al Hospital, 
Terre Haute, 
Ind. She was 
f o r m e r l y 
employed at 
Zenith and 

UNARCO. 
A family gathering is 

planned at a later date. Pearce 
Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements.

Mrs. Miller was born July 
30, 1940, at Paris, the daugh-
ter of the late Henry and Mary 
Cravens Wilson. She married 
Chester Miller, and he preced-
ed her in death Dec. 8, 2013.

Surviving are a daughter, 
Teresa (David) Switzer of 
Paris; a son, Richard (Mandy) 
Sexton of Mattoon; siblings, 
Gracie Petrosky of Marshall, 
Christine Wieckerd, George 
Wilson and James Wilson, all 
of Paris, and Richard Wilson 
of Missouri; six grandchildren 
and four-great grandchildren.

She was preceded in death 
by her siblings, Donald, 
George, Richard and Barbara 
Sue.

Mrs. Miller was a gradu-
ate of Paris High School. She 
loved to cook, fish and to play 
bingo.

Online condolences at 
www.pearcefuneralservices.
com.

MILLER

PRISCILLA JOHNSON
Priscilla “Pat” Bennett 

Johnson, 94, of Mattoon, and 
formerly of Decatur, passed 
away at 3:15 a.m. Thursday, 
May 28, 2020, at the Odd 
Fellow-Rebekah Home, Mat-
toon.

Private interment is at a lat-
er date in Elkhart Cemetery at 
Elkhart. Templeton Funeral 
Home assisted with the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Children’s 
Cancer Fund, the SIU School 
of Medicine’s Camp COCO 
or to a charity of the donor’s 
choice.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.
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What 
can we 
learn from 
disruption?

We’ve made it to Phase 3 with only 1 confirmed case but continue to be careful
“We have a chance to do something 

extraordinary. As we head out of this 
pandemic we can change the world. 
Create a world of love. A world where 
we are kind to each other. A world were 
we are kind no matter what class, race, 
sexual orientation, what religion or 
lack of or what job we have. A world we 
don’t judge those at the food bank be-
cause that may be us if things were just 
slightly different. Let love and kindness 
be our roadmap.”

—Unknown

After weeks of sheltering in place, 
homeschooling our children, no 
haircuts and keeping an eye on 
whether toilet paper is back in stock 
at the grocery store, Edgar County 
residents woke up Friday to the 
next phase of recovery from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Yes, the county registered its first 
positive case Friday. We all knew it 
would eventually happen. The les-
son, we believe, is we must continue 
to be committed to keeping each 
other safe and moving toward our 
new normal — whatever that is.

If we’ve learned one thing in  this 

experience it’s that Americans — 
particularly Midwesterners —do 
not like to be told what they can and 
cannot do — especially by govern-
ment.

Our experience in downstate Illi-
nois since March 17 shouldn’t really 
surprise any of us. While not a big 
fan of Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker, the 
governor was attempting to protect 
state residents from themselves 
when the shelter in place order was 
announced.

Unfortunately, as is the case in 
our state, while downstate Illinois 
did not suffer the same numbers 
of Chicago, Cook County and the 
Collar Counties, Pritzker and his 
advisers wore blinders when dealing 
with us. We agree with Paris Mayor 
Craig Smith who argues Paris and 
Edgar County should move swiftly 
to Phase 4 to allow our small busi-
nesses to continue to try to recover 
from this mess.

But as we slowly move out of our 
restrictions, we must remember that 
we do, indeed, have an opportunity 
to change the way we treat our fellow 
man. 

Yes, it’s an election year and both 
sides are particularly vocal about their 
candidates. There is a lot of hate being 
bantered about on social media. 

No matter who you support — 
former Vice President Joe Biden or 
President Donald Trump — can’t we 
do it without name-calling, judge-
ments and vitrolic posts on social 
media? Of course we can.

Our Edgar County community has 
accomplished a great deal during this 
shutdown. Every child — preschool 
through high school and in some in-
stances adults— was provided food. 
That is something to brag about.

As our churches reopen for 
services let us take the time to join 
together to be grateful for our bless-
ings. 

At some point, we’re confident we 
will hear band concerts, see the-
ater performances and watch Little 
League baseball. 

But, let’s be careful out there.
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Since I live in a small out-of-the way 
county that has had one reported case of 
COVID-19, a second recently rumored, I 

have been hesitant to write 
about The Big Disruption in 
our lives. I am obviously not 
sharing the valiant struggles 
of nurses and their associ-
ates, at the side of infected 
patients gasping for air, most 
in densely populated urban 
centers like Chicago, or in 
nursing homes.

I will not gainsay or 
second-guess decisions 
made thus far by top elected 

officials, who are up to their eyeballs in 
alligators. My thoughts are about what we 
might learn for the future from our plight of 
the present.

As is typical when crises pop up, often 
unanticipated or undetected until too late, 
there has been a food fight of finger-pointing 
among elected officials. Governors are blam-
ing the president. Mr. Trump is pointing his 
finger at everyone and anyone but himself. 
Congress is playing dumb, as if, “We didn’t 
know nuttin’.” 

Yet some members of Congress knew 
enough to dump their stocks before the mar-
ket tanked, without letting you and me in 
on the pending crisis. Maybe we could have 
been ahead of the curve instead of trying to 
flatten it. 

The priesthood of science is obviously 
central to our response, and we have mostly 
been listening to and following their advice. 
Yet scientists are not the only “experts” who 
should be called upon. If I have heard the 
phrase “social distancing” once, I have heard 
it a million times. You and our fellow beings 
are social animals. We are “social experts.” 

Yet, I feel we have been treated like dum-
mies in all this, simply told from on high 
how we must behave. So far as I can tell, we 
have not been asked, nor were restaurateurs, 
retailers, people who deal with the public 
intimately, if we have any ideas for keeping 
distant from the virus. 

Even if we had nothing useful to offer, 
the gesture of including us in the response 
to the virus would increase our willingness 
to adopt the “We’re all in this together” 
mantra. 

We could send our suggestions to our state 
legislators and members of Congress. They 
and their staffs could sift the wheat from the 
chaff and move any good ideas up the chain.

My single offering about appropriate be-
havior would be to put the onus on you and 
me: Caveat emptor — Let the buyer beware. 
If one fears an encounter, avoid it. If one is 
willing to take the risk, as part of life, take it, 
and suffer any consequences.

As for who has been affected: government 
employees and pensioners are generally 
OK. Farmers and maybe big business will be 
taken care of with all the federal money on 
which the ink is still drying. 

Not so for most small business people, 
to whom my heart goes out. I heard on the 
radio (source not given) that 100,000 mom-
and-pop-type businesses had already closed, 
for good.

Small business is really a tough slog. Along 
my long and checkered careers, I have twice 
failed at starting small businesses. You sweat 
blood at endless work, agonize over how 
to make the looming payroll, and borrow 
beyond your means, all for a chancy chance 
to make it on your own.

What have we learned?
nBe prepared. If governors and their 

states say they are in charge, they need to 
stockpile the necessaries for next time.
nConduct a deep, after-action, cost-bene-

fit analysis of our response to the crisis. The 
benefits of locking us down are significant, 
I’m sure, yet the costs to the economy and 
social well-being are massive as well. 

(This analysis would be a bit dicey, for a 
price would have to be put on human life, 
something many consider priceless. Of 
course, insurance companies put prices of 
human life all the time, and public policies 
forsake precious lives regularly. We could, for 
example, save thousands of precious lives an-
nually if we set all highway speed limits at 35 
mph, but of course the public wouldn’t stand 
for it, nor for the lost time and productivity.)
nOne size does not fit all.
nEvaluate the effectiveness of the varied 

responses by other nations.
nFigure out how to live as normally as 

possible with viruses and their threats. This 
won’t be the last one. According to assist-
edlivingfacilities.org, using CDC data, the 
15th to 22nd deadliest events in U.S. history 
have been the individual flu seasons of the 
past seven years, almost as deadly as the 
coronavirus thus far. 
nAnd don’t patronize me and my smart 

friends as if we were as dumb as a stump. 
(For many years, Jim Nowlan was a senior 

fellow and political science professor at the 
University of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign. 
He has worked for three unindicted governors 
and published a weekly newspaper in central 
Illinois.)
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ILLINOIS 
PERSPECTIVE

Last winter, a buddy of 
mine asked me if I thought 
I could cover state legisla-

tive ses-
sions from 
a remote, 
perhaps 
warmer, 
location.

I've 
been writ-
ing about 
Illinois 
politics 
and gov-
ernment 

for 30 years. Like many of 
my more experienced col-
leagues, I've developed an 
extensive list of sources and 
contacts that I can reach out 
to. I can also watch General 
Assembly floor debates and 
many committee hearings 
on the internet.

So, after pondering the 
question for a bit, I said I 
might be able to do it for 
three years.

You may not believe this 
because House Speaker 
Michael Madigan has been 
in office since 1971, but 
there is a huge and regular 
turnover of legislators.

As of January, the median 
number of years served by 
House and Senate Republi-
cans was four. The median 
was six years for House and 
Senate Democrats, accord-
ing to data compiled by my 
pal John Amdor.

Because of that turnover, 
I'd eventually become too 
unfamiliar with the players 
and couldn't effectively do 
my job.

And then came 
COVID-19. The spring 
legislative session was 
canceled for two months. 
I, like everyone who covers 
this stuff, became focused 
almost solely on the pan-
demic's impact on Illinois 
and the state's response and 
wound up working longer 
hours than during normal 
sessions, which usually 
keep me busy night and 
day.

The legislative leaders 
eventually decided to 
reconvene for a few days in 
late May and as I write this 
the General Assembly was 
on its third day in Spring-
field.

RICH
MILLER
CAPITOL 
FAX
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In Illinois, the only good thing 
about the fact that nothing ever 
changes is that all of the op-eds 

you wrote seven 
years ago remain 
true today.

I was inaugu-
rated as an Illinois 
state representa-
tive in January, 
2013. By July 
2013, the naïvetê 
with which I 
had entered the 
Illinois House 
had worn off. I 

went to Springfield to defend tax-
payers, so getting pension reform 
implemented was critical.

In Springfield, however, pen-
sion reform bills were task-forced 
to death by then-Gov. Pat Quinn 
and his cartoon mascot, “Squeezy 
The Pension Python,” and the 
media were pressuring legislators 
to just get something done to 
reform pensions. At that point in 
time, Illinois’ unfunded pension 
liability was close to $100 billion; 
it is now more than $138 billion.

With the inaction on pensions 
reaching fever pitch among all 
parties involved, I decided to 
write about Illinois’ bloated gov-
ernment. I found that as a House 
member in the superminority and 
under Speaker Michael Madigan’s 
rules, I had little power through 
my vote. But I had some power 
through my pen (or keyboard).

I penned an opinion piece for 
the Chicago Tribune that they 
accepted and titled, “Illinois 

needs to get on a serious weight-
loss program.” I look back at what 
I wrote then and can’t believe 
how much worse off our state has 
become.

In that article, I wrote a parody 
about Illinois government need-
ing to lose weight, stating, “State 
leaders’ appetite for grease-laden 
power and political control has 
led to a $100 billion crisis that is 
clogging the arteries and slowing 
the flow of blood to the heart of 
Illinois. Figuratively speaking, we 
Illinoisans can no longer button 
our pants.”

I thought the line was clever — 
but it was also true.

Fast-forward to last weekend: 
Senate President Don Harmon, 
who just a month ago asked for 
a $41 billion bailout from the 
federal government, helped pass 
the biggest budget in the history 
of Illinois that included a $1,800 
pay raise for all state legislators. 
Pile on the second helpings and 
desserts.

But in 2013, the response from 
Gov. Quinn was far different. 
He was so mad at the legislature, 
which his party controlled, that 
he used the amendatory veto 
process to zero-out legislative pay 
in one of the budget bills for fiscal 
year 2014. He decided that until 
the Illinois legislature passed pen-
sion reform, salaries of lawmakers 
would be withheld. Instead of 
rewarding legislators with a pay 
hike, he punished legislators for 
not getting the job done.

The media and citizens 

cheered, of course.
In my 2013 opinion piece, I 

also suggested a good weight loss 
program requires vision. Let’s 
“tape a picture of our slimmer, 
sexier sister, Indiana, to the refrig-
erator.”

The comparison still stands. 
In the midst of an economic 
meltdown, Illinois Democrats 
just passed a budget more than 
6% larger than last year’s bud-
get. Our “slimmer, sexier sister 
Indiana,” also facing diminished 
revenues because of the economic 
shutdown, passed a budget two 
days before Illinois with a 15% 
decrease in spending. What in the 
world is wrong in Springfield?

Both Senate President Har-
mon and Speaker Madigan were 
around in 2013. They remem-
ber what happened. They also 
remember that voters still kept 
them in power. They are expect-
ing the budget and pay raises will 
be long forgotten by the Novem-
ber election. It will be up to voters 
to hold them accountable at the 
ballot box.

True in 2013 when I wrote it, 
still true today: “There are no 
quick fixes, diet pills or miracle 
creams to solve the problem. 
Major reform, like weight loss, 
requires commitment, hard work 
and true lifestyle changes. As one 
fitness guru might say, ‘Stop the 
insanity!’”

(Jeanne Ives is a former state rep-
resentative, candidate for governor 
and the Republican nominee for 
Congress in Illinois’ 6th District.) 

JEANNE
IVES
GUEST  
COLUMN



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, MAY 30, 2020  |  7AOPINION, NEWS

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

The leaders announced that 
reporters would be corralled 
into tiny spaces and, as a result, 
have no direct, ethical access to 
legislators and other State-
house players beyond maybe 
catching up with them as they 
walk or drive to their Spring-
field isolation residences.

So, I figured this would be 
a good time to test my theory 
about remote reporting. I 
decided not to go to the State-
house (where the Senate met) 
or to Springfield's convention 
center (where the House met) 
and work from my Springfield 
home instead.

It's been a weird experience.
After a while, you develop 

a sense of the Statehouse. You 
can, for instance, learn to spot 
a relevant group of people 
talking outside the legislative 
chambers or the governor's 

office and then try to peel off 
one or more of them to find 
out what's going on.

You can watch who is enter-
ing or leaving the governor's 
office, or the House Speaker's 
office or some other important 
place and follow up.

You can stake people out 
who won't return your calls 
or texts. You can hang outside 
of meeting rooms or in areas 
where interesting and knowl-
edgeable people tend to gather 
(I call them "watering holes").

You can roam the halls and 
wander into offices and hope 
you hear something useful. You 
can also get totally lucky by 
literally bumping into people 
as you walk around a corner 
or after popping into some 
random hearing.

After session ends for the 
day, you can buy drinks and 
dinner to maybe loosen lips 
or build working relationships 
— or pull other folks aside in 

restaurants and taverns. You 
can make your own luck, but 
you have to be there.

None of that was possible 
during the special session. If 
legislators were wandering 
around, reporters and lobbyists 
weren't allowed into the area to 
chat with them. Members were 
also advised not to meet with 
anyone and the restaurants and 
taverns were all closed.

It hasn't been easy, but I 
think I did OK. I was constant-
ly worried that I was missing 
something, but come to think 
of it, I'm always like that.

Still, I did not enjoy the ex-
perience. I like my privacy, but 
I'm also a very social person. I 
need to be around people and 
the session drove me a little 
nuts. No more remote report-
ing during crunch time for me.

The session also allowed 
me to think about the concept 
of remote legislating. When 
the pandemic began, I was for 

it. Why risk bringing in folks 
from literally every corner of 
the state to one centralized 
location? The Statehouse is a 
virus petri dish on a good day. 
But a deadly virus circulating 
through the state wasn't worth 
the risk.

I've since had a change of 
heart.

I completely understand 
that we're in an international 
crisis right now and I'll give 
them this session without 
further complaint. But this 
cannot continue. My expe-
rience has shown me that a 
representative democracy 
is impossible to maintain 
without including the public. 
It should be used only in rare 
and limited circumstances.

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)
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and other limits and safety 
precautions. Gatherings 
limited to 10 people or few-
er are allowed. 

Phase 4, known as re-
vitalization, means the 
rate of infection among 
those tested and the num-
ber of patients admitted 
to the hospital continues 
to decline. Gatherings of 
50 people or fewer are al-
lowed, restaurants and bars 
reopen, travel resumes, 
childcare and schools re-
open under guidance from 
the Illinois Department of 
Public Health. Face cover-
ings and social distancing 
remain the norm.

Phase 5 is Illinois re-
stored and includes all 
sectors of the economy 
opening.

Smith said Paris Police 
Chief Eric Brown and Paris 
Fire Chief Brian Gates are 
working with the Edgar 
County Health Depart-
ment concerning the open-
ing of bars. 

There are two phases for 
bars to open, Smith said. In 
Phase 3, alcohol can only 
be served outdoors. 

“You can’t walk into a 
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ability to serve more people, 
but that is only one aspect of 
the business trying to stay on 
its feet.

“We will still do curbside 
service,” said Fancher. “That is 
what kept us going.”

With curbside service, pa-
trons place an order by phone 
and drive to the restaurant 
where a staff member delivers 
food to the car. Home delivery 
is another possibility with some 
restaurants as is calling ahead to 
place a take-away order

During the early days of 
COVID, it was necessary to 
prevent people congregating 
and lingering in a place like a 
restaurant to keep the virus at 
bay. Limited contact remains 
an important part of public 
health and the new rules are 
regarded as a way to help busi-
nesses without posing a major 
health risk.

“If they want to eat at the 
picnic tables, they can come in 
and order and go out and wait 
at the tables. We’ll take the food 
to them. Everything will be 
served on disposable products,” 
said Fancher, adding customers 
can also call ahead and place an 
order to eat at the tables.

On the Tracks Café plans 

to serve 7 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for eating at 
the picnic tables and curbside 
service. Fancher said it is not 
possible yet to resume week-
end hours.

City picnic tables were ini-
tially delivered Wednesday, 
May 27, to On the Tracks Café, 
Main Street Café, Betty Jane’s 
Kitchen and Bubba Lubba 
BBQ. City workers also placed 
two tables Friday morning 
in front of 120 Coffee on the 
southside of the courthouse 
square. 

Rick and Stacey Wilkin were 
glad to see the tables. They an-
ticipate this will help their cof-
fee shop that has operated as 
a takeout place only since the 
mid-March shutdown. 

“I have to commend the 
city for this,” said Rick Wilken. 
“Someone was forward think-
ing.”

Stacey Wilken added out-
side seating was something 
customers asked for prior to 
the COVID-19 outbreak but 
finding equipment that was 
heavy enough not to blow 
away or be stolen was a chal-
lenge. She believes the picnic 
tables will be popular with cus-
tomers.

“This is something people 
will like, especially with the 
weather getting nicer,” she said. 

bar and order a drink,” he ex-
plained. In addition, alcohol 
must be consumed outside, 
“but not on the sidewalks and 
streets. There will be no tables 
in the street, sidewalks or right 
of ways.”

Brown said Friday city or-
dinances prohibit drinking 
alcohol on the sidewalk or 
street. “We want everyone to 
be smart and follow the guide-
lines,” he said.

Brown noted some tav-
ern owners who do not have 
an outside space that can be 
fenced off for tables are con-
sidering not opening again un-
til June. “Many of the owners 
have been in contact with the 
health department.”

“We want all of our busi-
nesses to open,” commissioner 
Harry Hughes said. He an-
nounced the city is supplying 
picnic tables to restaurants in 
the community, including On 
the Tracks, Main Street Café, 
Bubba Lubba’s, Betty Jane’s 
and 120 Coffee.

Smith praised State Sen. 
Chapin Rose for his work in 
trying to persuade Pritzker and 
state officials that communities 
in East Central Illinois should 
be judged differently than oth-
er areas of the state. He admit-
ted disappointment the joint 
letter to Pritzker signed by 

the council, the Edgar Coun-
ty Board and Horizon Health 
CEO Ollie Smith received no 
acknowledgement.

 “The letter didn’t do much, 
but we are still pursuing get-
ting us to Phase 4,” Smith said.

One of the last things that 
will open is Tiger Falls splash 
pad at Twin Lakes Park, Smith 
said. The earliest it could open 
is June 26 — if the state moves 
to Phase 4. 

“If we move sooner, obvi-
ously it will open sooner,” he 
said.

In other business, the coun-
cil:
Accepted the resigna-

tion of veteran firefighter 
Tony Kindred, effective May 
31. Kindred has been with 
the department for 26 years. 
Commissioner Drew Griffin 
said Kindred will be missed 
not only as a firefighter but for 
his work keeping equipment 
maintained and operational.
Authorized the Paris 

Board of Fire and Police Com-
missioners to hire a replace-
ment firefighter.
Approved an updated 

policy on sexual harassment. 

Approved a proposal 
from Kirby Risk for software 
for water plant operations at a 
cost of $4,394.
Approved a proposal 

from Engineered Solutions 
Midwest for hardware and 
labor to install the software 
at the water plant at a cost of 
$32,087.50. City Clerk Brid-
get Anderson noted the soft-
ware is replacing the original 
software installed when the 
water plant opened.
Appointed Susan Arp 

and Nancy Zeman to the Paris 
Center of Fine Arts Board, re-
placing retiring directors War-
ren Sperry and Lisa Tucker.
Announced the city does 

not yet have a contract with 
the proposed vendor for the 
West Lake Park. Once the 
contract is signed, Smith said 
the council may have a special 
meeting to approve the con-
tract so the vendor — We Lik 
It Ice Cream — can open as 
soon as possible.
Heard concerns from 

Commissioner Jerry Branson 
from local residents about the 
New Wave Communications 
service. 
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The U.S. military launched 
the X-37B secret rocket plane 
on a new mission May 15. 
A previous mission by the 
unmanned plane resulted in a 
780-day, record-setting non-
stop flight at the edge of space. 

X-series experimental air-
craft date back to 1944 when 
the original X-1 rocket plane 
was used to test aerodynamics 
and control during hypersonic 
flight. Chuck Yaeger was the 
first human to fly faster than 
sound in the X-1A. 

Space Force is now active 
as America’s newest military 
branch. It could have stayed 
within the Air Force, but we 
do need an increased military 
presence in space. Worldwide, 
all major powers are increasing 
their own space-based military 
activity. The improving world 
economy had been making 
research and development 
more of a priority for govern-
ments, and competition for 
a place in space has led to a 
lot of saber-rattling. Military 
research often yields a benefit 
to society decades later. One of 
those projects is included on 
the secret mission. 

The Russian military has 
been pushing to add early 
warning surveillance satellites. 
A May 22 launch from Siberia 
carried a classified addition to 
that country’s early-warning 
missile network. It ended up 

gathering a lot of attention 
when a main booster broke up 
in a fireball of sparks over Tas-
mania in south-east Australia. 
The deployment is believed to 
have gone as planned.

Japan has been spending 
heavily on its space presence, 
with Prime Minister Abe 
pushing to expand a Japanese 
self-defense force. Japan has 
been increasing cooperation 
with the U.S. in both weapons 
and space deployments due to 
growing concern over North 
Korea and China.

China has been devoting 
the largest percent of domestic 
budget toward space with a 
national agenda to become a 
world power in space within 
the next 20 years. China 
achieved human spaceflight 
in 2003 and a permanent Chi-
nese space station is expected 
by 2022, which is ahead of 
schedule. The Chinese budget 
is devoting more to military 
activities and space-based 
technology development. 

One active project is an 
orbiting solar farm. This idea 
was explored and abandoned 
by the U.S. during the 1970s. 
China announced it expects to 
finish the high-voltage power 
transmission from space with-
in the decade. 

The original idea was 
proposed in 1941 by science 
fiction writer Isaac Asimov in 

the short story “Reason.” In 
true Sci-Fi fashion, Asimov 
proposed a technology 

half-a-cen-
tury before 
needed 
components 
were even on 
the drawing 
board. Asi-
mov’s story 
has huge solar 
panels placed 
in space 
to collect 
sunlight and 

beam  power down to Earth.
The military doesn’t base 

decisions on financial efficien-
cy, but rather a goal of strategic 
defense with a belief the new 
technologies might benefit 
society in the future. Beam-
ing power has an immediate 
military application. 

It could be the fuel to keep 
a drone’s weight down and 
flying almost indefinitely. 
Remote campaigns or natural 
disasters normally mean 
bringing in diesel generators 
for power. Imagine being able 
to supply gigawatts of power 
to troops by just focusing 
a microwave beam at their 
base. The beam could come 
from a large aircraft carrier, 
or even better, just aim a 
laser from space. The recent 
X-37B launch includes many 
classified experiments, but it 

also includes a publicly shared 
power beaming test project by 
the government.

A possible future goal to 
the experiment is collecting 
solar power using panels 
built from massive arrays of 
small interconnected plates. 
Using light weight tiles allows 
better packing and keeps total 
launch weight down. The 
football stadium size arrays 
will be fitted together 22,000 
miles above the Earth where 
they can collect sunlight 24 
hours a day with never any 
weather obstruction. Sunlight 
is converted to electricity and 
can be beamed to any remote 
location on Earth. 

We convert electricity to 
electromagnetic energy all the 
time as a laser beam of light 
waves or using a magnetron to 
generate microwaves. Radio 
waves tend to spread out but 
can be focused with parabolic 
reflectors and antenna arrays 
into a directional microwave 
signal.  

Converting wave energy 
back to electrical energy is 
done all the time. Cell phones 
are shifting to power pad 
charging rather than plugging 
in a cord. This close coupled 
charging works just like a 
transformer. An alternating 
magnetic field in coil-A is 
coupled with coil-B inside 
another device. The changing 

magnetic field in A generates 
a current in B to charge the 
battery. 

Long range transmission is 
based on a rectenna (recti-
fier and antenna).  A radio 
receiver antenna has always 
converted radio waves back to 
electricity. The rabbit ears for 
a TV are placed in the path 
of the waves so that when the 
wave strikes the conducting 
metal of the antenna, it is ab-
sorbed to excite the electrons 
and generates a tiny current. 
The minor current is carried 
inside and decoded to play 
music or display a picture. 
To be efficient the length of 
the antenna needs to be a 
multiple of the wavelength 
—usually half or quarter 
wavelength bars.

The classic roof-mount 
TV tower had antenna bars 
ranging from eight feet down 
to 1.5 feet to receive VHF 
television waves that are be-
tween three feet and 30 feet. 
Higher frequency UHF signal 
uses shorter waves ranging 
from 3 foot to 4 inches. It was 
common to have a piggy-
backed set of shorter spikes to 
convert the UHF signals back 
to electricity.

Broadcast TV depends 
on microcurrents but the 
principal is identical for 
high-voltage power breaming. 
Using large antenna arrays 

tuned to the correct length, 
the conducting wire carries 
current out. 

Microwaves are slightly 
shorter than UHF-TV using 
waves from few inches down 
to tenths of an inch. A receiv-
ing station will have large 
arrays of short conductors in 
packs placed to intercept the 
incoming microwave beam. 
The energy is converted back 
to electricity where it can be 
used for heat, light, battery 
charging or to power motors. 

The idea of building renew-
able-energy projects in space 
to beam the solar energy back 
to Earth is fundamentally 
sound. The efficiency of solar 
panels and micro-electronics 
for control are reaching a 
point the return on invest-
ment is worth exploring. 
It may be an alternative to 
battery storage to move pow-
er, or it may reshape the way 
every person and business on 
the planet receives electricity. 
Solar power beaming might 
be the Rural Electric Co-op of 
the future.  

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

Beaming power to Earth from space is feasible

TERRY 
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

When old firefighters 
gather around a table, 
especially while sharing 

a beer 
or two, 
they love 
to recall 
bygone 
incidents. 
One story 
leads to 
laughter. 
Then an-
other, and 
the good 
times roll.

My older brother, 
recently deceased at age 
84, always liked this one. 
He was never a fireman, 
actually, but almost. In 
1947, he was a high school 
senior at Fairfield High. 
One sunshiny Saturday, 
he was walking downtown 
with a fellow student just 
a stone’s throw from the 
volunteer fire station when 
the fire whistle blew.

“C’mon, let’s go jump on 
the truck,” his friend said. 
“Anybody can volunteer. 
We’ll get paid a dollar.”

In those days, Fairfield 
had a 1939 Chevrolet 
pumper. That sounds like 
an antique, but it was only 
eight years old, very capa-
ble at the time. For backup 
there was a 1926 Model-T 
Ford pumper, which the 
department rarely used. 
There existed a few volun-
teer members, one being 
Chief Kalaker, who spent 
40 hours on duty per week 
and wore a dress uniform 
with badge.  As a rule, the 
chief responded quickly to 
a fire call with the first ar-
riving three, four or maybe 
five volunteers, whether 
they were members or not.

This particular day the 
report was a field fire just 
northeast of the city park. 
It was visible from afar 
as a towering column of 
brownish-white smoke. 
Chief Kalaker drove the 
Chevrolet pumper. Beside 
him in the cab was a fire-
man. The two high school-
ers, wearing jeans and tees, 
rode on the tailboard.  

The truck was rather 
slow and several turns were 
necessary to reach the 
destination. Because city 
homes and trees shield-
ed the chief ’s view, he 
couldn’t figure the correct 
access street to reach the 
smoke.  Eventually, the 
crew met the old Model-T 

Firefighter 
boo-boos 
can be 
legendary

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD 
CODGER

See CODGER, Page 2B

CHEFS LOVE TO GET SAUCY IN THE KITCHEN

Special to The Prairie Press

When someone says the word “sauce,” barbecue sauce may well be what springs to mind. Sauces cover the spectrum of fla-
vors from savory to sweet and, when done right, elevate the entire course.

A couple of weeks ago I was loaned 
a cookbook by Pat Padgett featuring 
recipes used during the Depression. It 
was not just recipes, 
but also person-
al stories of what 
families ate during a 
most difficult time. 
As I read about the 
trials and tribulations 
people went through 
during the Depression 
it really gave me a per-
spective on what our 
parents and grand-
parents needed to do 
to survive. The pandemic now facing 
our nation has caused some to see an 
analogy between the Depression and 
our current times. 

The cookbook has a recipe for Cus-
tard Bread Pudding. Bread pudding 
has always been something I love. If 
it is featured on a buffet, I have to try 
it. Not all bread pudding is created 
equal and some is better than others. 
Elizabeth Smothers, a fantastic cook, 
and someone I worked with at Shiloh, 
made great bread pudding. Everything 
else she made was delicious as well. 
I am not sure this Depression recipe 
quite meets the standards of her bread 
pudding, but I liked it nevertheless.                                       

 My sister Betty, who lives in Teuto-
polis, gave me a copy of the Teutopolis 
Terquasquicentennial cookbook that 
was published to celebrate 175 years 
of the founding of Teutopolis. There 
are a number of recipes calling for 
bucket bread in the cookbook. 

When I queried her about bucket 
bread my sister took a road trip to visit 
me, social distancing of course, to give 
me some bucket bread, which is made 
at a grocery store in Effingham. She 

Sauces make dishes memorable

RUTH
PATCHETT
COOKING IN  
EDGAR COUNTY

CUSTARD BREAD PUDDING 
 

For the pudding:
3 eggs
1/4 cup sugar
2 -3 slices of bread torn into small pieces
2 cups milk
1 T. grated lemon peel (optional)
1/2 tsp. salt
1/3 cup raisins
2 T. butter

For the warm rum or bourbon sauce:
2 T. butter
1/2 cup brown sugar
2 T. flour
1/4 tsp. salt
1 cup milk 
1 T. rum or bourbon

Preheat oven to 350. Spray 8-inch 
square pan with vegetable spray and place 
broken pieces of bread in pan and then 
sprinkle raisins evenly over them. Dot top 
with butter cut into small pieces. Beat eggs 
and sugar together. Add milk, grated lemon 
peel, salt and continue to beat till well 
mixed. Pour over bread mixture and bake 

30-35 minutes. Knife inserted in center 
should be clean. 

(Bread pudding has to have a sauce over 
it, and I found this recipe on the Internet. 
Of course, I can never follow a recipe 
exactly which is why I substituted milk for 
the liquid instead of water and added rum 
instead of vanilla.) 

For the sauce, melt butter in small 
saucepan over medium heat and stir in 
flour till smooth. Add brown sugar, salt, and 
milk and mix well. Cook stirring constantly 
till mixture thickens and boils. Add rum 
or bourbon and cook additional minute 
stirring constantly. Remove from heat and 
serve with bread pudding.

thought it tasted similar to the home-
made bread we grew up with and as 
several of the recipes in the Depression 
cookbook called for homemade bread 
I decided to try it in the Custard Bread 
Pudding recipe.    

I do have a theme to this column, 
and it is about sauces. Allow me to 
relate two other sauces that I believe 
are definitely worth trying.

When my asparagus bed first started 
producing this spring I was so happy. 
Nothing is better tasting than fresh 

asparagus, and I eat it raw many times 
when I am harvesting it. Usually I 
bake or grill the asparagus by simply 
sprinkling with olive oil and kosher 
salt in a shallow pan and baking at 350 
degrees for about 15-20 minutes. The 
last 5 minutes I like to sprinkle it with 
parmesan cheese. 

Thinking I wanted to perk up the 
asparagus just a little, I decided to 
make hollandaise.  Looking at how 
long it was going to take to make 

See PATCHETT, Page 2B
See GARDENING, Page 2B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

URBANA — Whether 
you’re ankle-deep in water 
in your yard or are trying 
to introduce children to 
gardening, you can trust 
University of Illinois Ex-
tension horticulture ex-
perts for the answer. In 
addition to dozens of blogs 
and workshops, one can 
now watch live webinars 
and join a new Facebook 
group dedicated to grow-
ing and using plants.  

“LIVE with the Horti-
culturalists” is a biweekly 
lunch-time webinar led by 
Illinois Extension Horti-
culture educators Candice 
Hart, Kelly Allsup, and 
Ryan Pankau. Each webi-
nar, they cover a unique 
topic and answer ques-
tions live.

Topics include:
nRain Gardens: June 3, 

noon CDT, featuring guest 
Eliana Brown and Layne 
Knoche from University 
of Illinois Red Oak Rain 
Garden
nLandscaping with 

Perennials: June 17, noon 
CDT with guest Horti-
culture Educator Martha 
Smith
nKids Gardening and 

Fairy Gardens: June 30, 
noon CDT
nVegetable Garden 

Pests: July 15, noon CDT 
with guest Horticulture 
Educator Ken Johnson
nTree Pests: July 29, 

noon CDT (tentative) 
with guest Diane Plewa, 
Plant Diagnostic Outreach 
Specialist

To watch the videos 
live, visit either the Illi-
nois Extension Facebook 
page at www.facebook.
com/UIExtension or You-
Tube at www.youtube.
com/UIextension. Also, 
one may follow the Illi-
nois Extension Facebook 
page for updates about 
live videos. The videos are 
recorded and uploaded 
to Facebook at go.illinois.
edu/HortLIVEfacebook 
and YouTube at go.illinois.
edu/HortLIVEyoutube.

The Illinois Extension 
Horticulture Group is 
open to anyone who en-
joys gardening and hor-
ticulture-related topics. 
Once they join the group, 
members are welcome to 
share photos and ask ques-
tions that will be answered 

Gardening 
webinars 
geared for 
everyone
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Get a smart start on  
your future at Ivy Tech!
Now more than ever, Ivy Tech Community College 
can prepare students for work in Indiana’s most in-
demand career fields, or help students save on costs 
toward a bachelor’s degree program. Residents of 
Clark, Crawford, and Edgar counties also qualify for 
Indiana in-state tuition.

RSVP now to attend Ivy Tech Terre Haute’s  
Virtual Enrollment Day and:

• Get 1-on-1 help with enrollment steps

• Register for classes

• Discuss financial aid options

• Talk with academic advisors to 
 get questions answered

Summer classes start June 8 and are mostly virtual 
or online. Fall classes start August 24 with a variety 
of class options.

RSVP FOR VIRTUAL ENROLLMENT DAY AT 
IVYTECH.EDU/VISITUS
QUESTIONS?  (812) 298-2280  OR  ACOX87@IVYTECH.EDU

VIRTUAL
IVY TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENROLLMENT DAY

3x10.5
IVY Tech

• Residential 
• Commercial    
• Industrial 
• Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

“Where service makes the difference” 

Hidden GardeHidden Gardenn
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Always 
Homemade

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours
Wed - Sat  11-2

SpecialsSpecials

Saturday’s special will be "Chef's Choice" along with 
sandwiches, soup and salad(s).

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636 (217) 251-2636
We have resumed 

in-house service with 
safety precautions in place.

Wed 06/03
Chicken & 

noodles, mashed 
potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Thur 06/04
Italian beef,
hashbrown 
casserole &

choice of salad

Fri 06/05
Crumb coated 

chicken breast,
baked potato,

green beans or 
corn & roll

Fresh & Silk Flowers 
for All Occasions

Garden and 
Bedding Plants

Greenhouse Grown
BE SURE TO LIKE US ON

713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL217-465-4048217-465-4048

WEIR’S FLORISTWEIR’S FLORIST
Randy Weir

www.weirsflorist.com

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

 University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate email us at uie-cce@illinois.edu.

A WEEK OF GREAT
WEBINARS

CLICK ON EVENTS

Canning at Home, Let's Talk Money,

Understanding Alzheimer's, Planning a

Pond, and Opening Restaurants Safely

Topics include

GO.ILLINOIS.EDU/CCE

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

by Extension moderators.
The horticulture program 

is a branch of University of 
Illinois Extension that pro-
vides research-based infor-
mation and training about 
soil testing, tree health, lawn 
care, pest identification and 
control and vegetable garden-
ing. The horticulture program 
also provides Master Garden-
er training. More information 
is available at extension.illi-
nois.edu/global/horticulture.

University of Illinois Ex-
tension provides equal op-
portunities in programs and 
employment. If you need a 
reasonable accommodation 
to participate in program-
ming, contact Candice Hart. 
Early requests are strongly 
encouraged to allow sufficient 
time for meeting your needs.

GARDENING
FROM PAGE 1B

loaded with some hang-
ers-on, headed back to the 
fire station.

“False alarm,” the other 
truck driver yelled.  “It’s 
beyond the city limits.”

Chief Kalaker likewise 
headed back, only he chose 
to drive on the street that 
featured a hill. He failed to 
downshift quickly enough, 
which killed the motor, 
which caused the truck to roll 
backwards downhill a few 
feet before he hit the brakes. 
Wouldn’t you know it, the 
pumper’s ladder extended 
outward from behind, and 
the city’s police car followed 
closely behind the engine. 
The ladder smashed a hole 

CODGER
FROM PAGE 1B

and splattered glass through 
the windshield.

A protruding ladder was 
often a problem. One volun-
teer station I remember also 
had two fire trucks parked 
side by side. On one occasion 
in the dark of night, a house 
fire was reported. Volunteers 
scrambled to the station 
hurriedly. In short time, there 
were five guys. Problem was, 
none of them possessed a 
key. They impatiently waited 
an extra minute, but no one 
else showed.

“I’ll go through the sta-
tion’s side window and open 
the entry door from the in-
side,” shouted Peanut Howe, 
the shortest volunteer. “I can 
bust the glass and squeeze 
through.”

Peanut did just that. They 
heard the glass splatter on 
the floor inside. A couple of 
guys helped lift their buddy 
to disappear into the interior 
darkness. Everyone expected 
him to open the door and 
provide entry, but it didn’t 
happen.

“C’mon Peanut. Open up. 
Are you lost?”

Rather quickly, a second 
volunteer was helped inside. 
He tripped over Peanut’s 
sprawled, unconscious, 

bleeding body. Peanut had 
poor vision. He conked his 
forehead on the pumper’s 
extended ladder, creating 
a swollen goose egg. Three 
firemen rode to the fire. One 
stayed behind, applying 
an icepack to a courageous 
comrade.

Snow, ice and bitter 
zero-degree wind challenged 
Lawrenceville volunteers one 
night back in the 50s when 
a storage room in the back 
of a tavern caught fire. The 
fire was tough to fight. Two 
pumpers were supplied by 
hydrants. The strategy was to 
contain the fire to the rear of 
the structure. Not easy, but 
they managed to accomplish 
their goal. The tavern’s owner, 
a congenial woman, felt their 
pain. To show her appreci-
ation after the fire was fully 
extinguished, she showed 
deep gratitude.  

“Boys, you’ve earned my 
praise. Sit down inside and 
relax. Drinks are on the 
house – whatever you desire.”

The guys were sweaty and 
tired. Beer hit the spot. One 
cold, frosty drink led to an-
other, then for some, yet one 
more. A half-hour elapsed 
before they walked outside 
to clean up and return to the 

station. Two of their hoses 
were a block long and solid 
ice. They dragged the icy 
conduits back to the station 
behind the trucks. The hoses 
thawed out in the daylight 
the next day.

Somewhere beyond the 
Paris city limits back in 
yesteryear, the Paris guys ran 
out of water while fighting 
a house fire one night. That 
was a common problem on 
rural fires back then. Today, 
they are blessed with tankers 
providing a steady supply.  

At this fire, however, 
firemen discovered a concrete 
lid to a well. How fortunate to 
have a good water source. The 
lid was removed. Into the hole 
was inserted suction hose. 
The pumper’s high-pressure 
pump shot a powerful stream 
through a large hose that put 
a damper on flames.  

There was a foul odor that 
created quite a stench, how-
ever. Firemen were gagging. 
They hadn’t tapped into a 
well, at all.  Instead they had 
found a ripe, very full septic 
tank.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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classic hollandaise sauce, 
I discovered an easier 
recipe for what one could 
call faux sauce. I will never 
make the classic again with 
a double-boiler, egg yolks, 
real butter and taking up way 
too much time. I loved the 
new version I found, but it 
is imperative that one uses 
real mayonnaise and fresh-
squeezed lemon juice.

Now that we have had 
the official start of summer, 
with Memorial Day being 
celebrated, many people 
will be heating up their grills 
or smokers. Tom has been 
experimenting with smok-
ing beef and pork briskets. 
He used apple wood chips, 
which were saved from the 
pruning of our apple trees, 
and both the pork and the 
beef he made were delicious. 
We had plenty left over so we 
froze it and reheated when 
we shared with friends. 

Tom consulted our son-
in-law, Jake, who is familiar 
with smoking of meats for 
reheating methods. Jake 
grew up in the Kansas City 
area and especially loves to 
grill and smoke meat. He 
said when reheating already 
smoked pork butt he prefers 
to heat it in a small amount of 
apple juice diluted with water 
and serves barbecue sauce on 

the side. His formula for re-
heating smoked beef brisket 
is to put it in barbecue sauce 
for reheating. 

Thinking it was necessary 
to create a special barbecue 
sauce I searched again on the 
Internet. I revised my finding 
slightly, but the end results 
were pleasing as well as eco-
nomical. The recipe made a 
large amount, 1½ quarts, and 
should be enough for weeks 
of barbecuing. Interestingly, 
the reason I chose this sauce 
recipe was the name, Big Al’s 
K.C. BBQ Sauce.

Apparently, the creator of 
the recipe, Alan Arthur, owns 
a K.C. restaurant. One of 
Jake’s best friends, also from 
the Kansas City area and no 
relation to Alan Arthur, is 
called Big Al and a really nice 
guy. How could I not like this 
recipe?

Sauces can really enhance 
food. Consider them to be 
like accessorizing a piece of 
clothing. Women wear jew-
elry to dress up an outfit and 
men might wear special boots 
or hats for that just right look. 
Go the extra mile and make a 
delicious sauce to go with the 
meal and turn an ordinary 
dish into extraordinary with 
these easy sauces. 

(Ruth Patchett is a resident 
of rural Brocton, a retired 
teacher and is famous for her 
pies. Email her at rpweib1@
gmail.com.)

EASY HOLLANDAISE SAUCE

Ingredients
1/3 cup real mayonnaise
1/3 cup sour cream
1 T. fresh-squeezed lemon juice
1 tsp. prepared mustard
2-3 drops yellow food coloring

Stir all together in a micro-
wave safe bowl. Microwave at 
70% power for 1 minute till heat-
ed. Microwaves vary so check to 
make sure it does not boil. 

Serve over cooked asparagus 
(see article for recommenda-
tions.)

BIG AL’S K.C. BARBECUE 
SAUCE 
Recipe courtesy of  Alan Arthur

Ingredients
2 cups ketchup
1 tsp. onion powder
2 cups tomato sauce 
1/2  tsp. chili powder
1 1/4 cups brown sugar
1 tsp. paprika
1 1/4 cups apple cider vinegar
1/4 tsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 cup molasses 
1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper
4 tsp. liquid smoke 
1 tsp. salt
2 T.  butter 
1/2 tsp. ground black pepper
1/2 tsp. garlic powder

In a large saucepan over me-
dium heat, mix all ingredients 
together and bring to a boil. Re-
duce heat to low and simmer for 
about 20 minutes. For a thicker 
sauce, cook a little longer. 
This sauce can be brushed on 
meat in the last part of cooking 
or used as a condiment on a 
sandwich. Adjust the amount of 
pepper to personal tolerance for 
spicy sauces. Keep the sauce 
refrigerated.
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same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455
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DRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERYDRIVE-THRU • CURBSIDE • FREE DELIVERY
The staff at Pearman will be on hand during the same business hours, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

 Call 465-8455 to place orders or for questions.  For those who may need 
fittings for C-Pap, braces, etc., please call the store for a screening.

Call 465-4114 for orders or questions at Paris Clinic. Curbside pickup 
will be on the west side of the hospital. The doors will be locked but 
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What the CCC accomplished
BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Ulysses S. Grant was the 
commanding general for 
many area men during the 
Civil War. But some Edgar 
County men served under 
Grant on the regimental 
level.

Early in the war, Grant 
spent six weeks as colonel of 
the 21st Illinois Infantry, a 
regiment composed largely 
of eastern Illinois troops, in-
cluding recruits from Edgar 
County. In that brief time, 
the men were part of one of 
the most noteworthy – and 
underrated – episodes in Il-
linois Civil War history. 

Many recruits from Paris 
were in Company F of the 
21st, which was mustered 
June 28, 1861. Nearby, men 
from Marshall, Westfield 
and Melrose were in Com-
pany H, while men from 
Palestine and Hutsonville 
were in Company I. 

As the 1860s approached, 
Grant was down on his luck 
and forced to accept a clerk-
ship in his father’s store in 
Galena. However, the Civil 
War offered a fresh start. His 
military service helped him 
land a job as a mustering 
officer, but he longed for a 
commission as colonel. 

He soon found his 
chance, thanks to the 
drunken ineptitude of the 
colonel of the Seventh 
District Regiment, which 
became the 21st Illinois, 
mustered by Grant himself 
at Mattoon.  The men of the 
unit, crying for discipline 
and knowing they needed 
new commander, recom-
mended the man who had 
mustered them. On June 
15, the colonelcy went to 
Grant.  

In his 1885 memoirs, 
Grant wrote, “I found it very 
hard work for a few days to 
bring all the men into any-
thing like subordination; 
but the great majority fa-
vored discipline, and by the 
application of a little regular 
army punishment all were 
reduced as to as good disci-
pline as one could ask.” 

The 21st Illinois received 
orders to move from Spring-
field to Quincy in late June, 
but Grant made a prudent 
decision that is indicative of 
his military foresight. Rath-
er than move the men by 
rail, Grant chose to march 
the regiment westward.  

The decision was made 
with military preparation 
in mind. Although Grant 
conceded the regiment was 
in a good state of discipline, 
he still regarded it good 
preparation for the troops 
to march across the state.  

A 1927 account sup-
ported Grant’s argument, 
asserting he knew, “the men 
would soon have to learn to 
march, and the arts and sci-
ences of camp life had also 
be learned, and the sooner 
they were properly initiated 
the better.” 

Grant himself recognized 
the risks, including the con-
cern that men might pillage 
farms along the way. As a re-
sult, he, “kept such a watch 
on them, and punished 
offenders so, that I will ven-
ture that the same number 
of troops never marched 
through a thickly settled 
country like this commit-
ting fewer depredations.”  

One of the first things 

County men 
served in 
regiment  
under Grant

See COUNTY, Page 4B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
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“MIA” stands for missing in action, 
a term used to refer to members of the 
armed forces who have not returned 
from military service and whose where-
abouts are unknown. Since ancient 
times, soldiers have gone to war and nev-
er returned, their fate unknown.

In the wake of the Vietnam War, fam-
ilies of American MIAs began organiz-
ing to demand an accounting. The hunt 
continues. As of May 2020, 1,587 Amer-
ican service members are still missing in 
Southeast Asia.

The Defense POW/MIA Accounting 
Agency, the agency within the Depart-
ment of Defense responsible for tracking 
down MIAs, reported in May 2020 that 
81,900 Americans were still considered 
MIA: 72,598 from World War II, 7,580 
from the Korean War, 1,587 from Viet-
nam, 126 from the Cold War, and six 
from conflicts since 1991. Advances in 
DNA technology, increased access to 
crash sites or battlegrounds in territory 
once hostile to Americans and ongoing 
international negotiations have helped 
bring more and more open cases to a 
close. 

Still, the issue of MIAs remains a con-
troversial one, with accusations of gov-
ernment cover-ups continuing to foster 
distrust among families of the missing, 
particularly surrounding repatriation ef-
forts in Korea and Vietnam. 

KOREAN WAR MIAS
Because the Korean War never offi-

cially ended and no peace treaty was ever 
formally signed, the recovery of Amer-
ican remains is complicated. Ongoing 
tensions between the United States and 
North Korea further impede the process. 

In Korea, advancing American forces 
buried their dead in temporary ceme-
teries, assuming they could go back and 
claim the bodies once the war was won, 
as they had in World War II. When vic-
tory in Korea did not materialize, access 
to these burial sites didn’t, either. Then 
there were the battles Americans lost 
that precluded the recording and burial 
of fallen American soldiers — like the 
Battle of Chosin, where 1,200 Marines 
were lost.

Unrecorded deaths in prison camps 
also contributed to the high number of 
MIAs in Korea: The RAND Corpora-
tion maintains that a third of captured 
Americans died in captivity in the first 
year of the war, and the New York Times 
reports that about 1,500 Americans are 
believed to be buried in poorly marked 
graves beneath former POW camps. 

Army Pfc. Wayne A. "Johnnie" John-
son, a prisoner of war in North Korea, 
risked his life to secretly record the 
names of 496 fellow prisoners who 
died during their captivity. He was later 
awarded the Silver Star, the nation's third 
highest military combat decoration for 

valor.
VIETNAM WAR MIAS

The Paris Peace Accords mark-
ing the end of the Vietnam War were 
signed Jan. 27, 1973. The U.S. agreed 
to withdraw all of its troops and dis-
mantle American bases in exchange 
for the release all U.S. prisoners of war 
held by the North Vietnamese. That 
February, Operation Homecoming 
aired on American television showing 
the release of American POWs from 
North Vietnamese prison camps. By 
March 29, 1973, 591 soldiers were re-
turned and President Richard Nixon 
announced, “For the first time in 12 
years, no American military forces are 
in Vietnam. All of our American POWs 
are on their way home.” At the time, 
1,303 Americans were still unaccount-
ed for. 

Over the years, rumors about men 
left behind and discrepancies in the 
number of missing vs. the number of 

returned outraged MIA families — as 
did reports of the mishandling and 
misidentification of American remains. 
Action films like 1983’s Uncommon 
Valor and Rambo: First Blood Part II 
(1985) fictionalized attempts at res-
cuing living soldiers from captivity in 
Vietnam. In 1991, a Wall Street Journal 
poll found that 69 percent of Ameri-
cans believed there were living MIAs 
still being held captive in Southeast 
Asia.

THE NATIONAL LEAGUE OF POW/MIA 
FAMILIES

Sybil Stockdale was determined to 
bring her husband, Vice Adm. James 
Stockdale, home from the infamous 
Hoa Lo Prison — also known as the 
"Hanoi Hilton" where Senator John 
McCain was held. She joined with oth-
er families of MIAs to form The Na-
tional League of Families of American 

Special to The Prairie Press

Set among benches, walkways and flagpoles, Winterset’s memory boulder is large 
enough to convey some Madison County history – as well as connections to the 
military. John Wayne wasn’t a veteran, but he played military roles several times. 
He was born in Winterset, so one side is dedicated to him. The salute to the mili-
tary includes the portraits of real POWs and MIAs from the area.

Families galvanized movement

See POW/MIA, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

The first of 591American POWs released from North Vietnam left Hanoi aboard a 
U.S. Air Force jet Feb. 12, 1973, as part of Operation Homecoming. 

Hay just ain’t being put 
up like it used to be. 

I had my first adventure 
in a field 
of hay 
back in the 
1940s. My 
dad and 
grandpa 
didn’t 
think 
much 
of my 
dragging 
the bales 
to the rack 
wagon or old Ford truck. 
About the time I got close 
to being able to throw the 
bale on the truck, I usually 
let the bale slip and it threw 
me on the ground instead 
of me throwing the bale on 
the wagon. 

Even when the stacker 
felt sorry for me and eased 
a hay hook into the bale 
for the bale to make a safe 
landing, he darned near 
drug me up on the truck 
too. It seemed that all the 
real men of the crew were 
strong and durable — guys 
like Nelson Marlowe, Ber-
nie Curtis, Harry Bartlett, 
my dad John Stanley and 
even my grandpa George 
Stanley. 

Of course, there was my 
brother who was about 
twice the size I was, but 
only a year older. He kept 
egging me on and then 
made fun of me when I was 
relegated to driving the old 
tractor or the old flivver of a 
truck. When I turned eight 
I was entitled to help, even 
if they only let me herd the 
tractor and fill the water 
jugs.

As I grew a little older, 
I was in heaven when I 
drove a Studebaker truck 
or a Buick pick-up owned 
by neighbor Bernie Curtis. 
Most of the other neigh-
bors did not let me drive 
an “M” or “H” Farmall, 
because I couldn’t reach 
the clutch on those red 
machines. I could drive an 
“A” John Deere because I 
used both hands and arms 
with my rear in the air and 
yanked the hand clutch.

Putting up 
hay taught 
valuable 
lessons

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B
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www.history.com

When Franklin D. Roos-
evelt was sworn in as president 
in 1933, he took the helm of 
a United States brought to its 
knees by the Great Depression. 
With unemployment as high as 
25 percent, millions were out 
of work and an entire genera-
tion of young people had lost 
hope in their futures, many liv-
ing in makeshift shanty towns 
and riding the rails as hobos 
and drifters. 

In his inaugural address, 
FDR latched on to an idea that 
was already being tested in 
states like California and Penn-
sylvania — to employ young 
people as an environmental 
army of tree planters, forest 
firefighters and soil conserva-
tionists. 

“Our greatest primary task 
is to put people to work,” said 
FDR. “This is no unsolvable 
problem if we face it wisely 
and courageously. It can be 

accomplished in part by direct 
recruiting by the government 
itself, treating the task as we 
would treat the emergency of 
a war, but at the same time, 
through this employment, ac-
complishing greatly needed 
projects to stimulate and reor-
ganize the use of our natural 
resources.”

On March 31, 1933, FDR 
signed the Federal Unem-
ployment Relief Act, which 
recruited healthy unmarried 
young men to join what be-
came known as the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, or CCC. 
The men, mostly uneducated 
and untrained, were paid $30 
a month, $25 of which was 
sent directly to their families. 
They lived in racially segregat-
ed camps that operated under 
military-style rules, but they 
had money in their pockets 
and food in their bellies. 

At its peak in 1935, the CCC 
enrolled 500,000 men at 2,600 
camps across the country. The 

popular New Deal program 
was phased out by 1942 as the 
same young enrollees enlisted 
for World War II. 

Over its nine-year run, the 
CCC accomplished its dual 
goals of rescuing a lost genera-
tion and restoring the nation’s 
squandered natural wealth. 
The following are just some of 
the CCC’s accomplishments. 

When FDR was just 19 years 
old, he was put in charge of the 
Roosevelt family’s aging estate 
in Hyde Park, New York. Faced 
with a serious erosion prob-
lem, young FDR decided to 
plant thousands of trees. Later, 
as governor of New York, FDR 
spearheaded statewide refor-
estation efforts and purchases 
of neglected farms to turn back 
into productive timberland.

So, it shouldn’t be surprising 
that reforestation was a major 
undertaking of Roosevelt’s 
CCC. The United States used 
to be rich with virgin forests, 
but unbridled logging had re-

duced the nation’s 800 million 
acres of timberland to just 100 
million acres by 1933. Planting 
trees would not only restore a 
vital economic resource, but it 
could combat the rampant soil 
erosion that contributed to en-
vironmental disasters like the 
Dust Bowl. 

Planting trees was so closely 
associated with the CCC that 
it was nicknamed “Roosevelt’s 
Tree Army.” By one estimate, 
the hardworking enrollees 
of the CCC planted 3.5 bil-
lion trees from 1933 to 1942, 
which is more than half of the 
total amount of trees planted 
in America as part of reforesta-
tion efforts. 

Not only did the CCC plant 
billions of new saplings, but it 
also restored and rehabilitat-
ed overcrowded forest stands 
by thinning dead trees. Other 
CCC enrollees were charged 
with tending experimental 
forest plots that led to inno-
vations in healthy forest man-

agement. 
The Department of Interior 

put CCC recruits to work ex-
panding the country’s nascent 
national and state park sys-
tems. While a number of major 
national parks existed in 1933 
— Yellowstone and Yosemite 
date back to the 19th century 
— there were still several states 
without a single state park, in-
cluding Virginia, West Virginia, 
South Carolina, Mississippi 
and New Mexico. 

Over the nine-year run of 
the CCC, a total of 2 million 
CCC workers labored to create 
new national and state parks, 
and make existing ones more 
accessible by paving roads, cut-
ting trails, and building cabins 
and campsites. In total, there 
were 194 CCC work camps 
in 94 national parks and 697 
camps in 881 state and local 
parks across the US. 

Two well-known national 
parks were built almost 

See CORPS, Page 4B
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Pricing does not include tax, title or doc fees. 
Photos for illustration purposes only.

HUGE SAVINGS!

Vehicles
Under $15,000!

2011 Toyota
Camry

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,954#C19063B

1-Owner!

Was $8,985 Now 
$7,938

2008 GMC
Acadia

#X19213A

3rd Row!

4x4!

1988 Dodge
Dakota

Was $4,985 Now 
$3,985

#B20214C

Local Trade!

2005 Toyota
Camry

Was $5,985 Now 
$4,237#X19161B

Lariat!

2003 Ford
F-150

Was $6,985 Now 
$5,977

#X20020A

2014 Chevrolet
Spark

Was $7,985 Now 
$7,235

#X20014A

30/39 MPG!

2010 Ford
Edge

Was $8,995 Now 
$7,996

#X20028A

Local Trade!

Was $11,985 Now 
$10,314

2013 Chevrolet
Equinox

#B20233A

All-Wheel Drive!

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,053

2013 Chrysler
Town & Country

#X20023A1

3rd Row!

2008 BMW
750LI

Was $10,985 Now 
$9,766

#C20202B

$79,900
Original MSRP

Happy

MON - TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.
FRI - SAT      7 a.m.-12 a.m.
SUN            12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Drive-up window available

You DeserveYou Deserve
                  

                            

        thethe  BestBestON SALE May 27-June 2ON SALE May 27-June 2

UV Blue 1.75ml.......................................$14.99

Fireball 750ml.......................................$15.99

    Milwaukee’s Best 30pk...................$14.99

ALL
Dogfish Beer
10% OFF

Old Smoky 
Moonshine & Whiskey

10% OFF

TIME TO FAIRY DUST!
ALL Brand of Moscato 

10% OFF

Retail Retail MeatMeat  

CustomCustom

Butchering
Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Start your morning

off Right!
Bacon...$4.79/lb

Footlong Hot DogFootlong Hot Dog    $2.00
 

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

SpecialsSpecials  
                         start Sunday

Curbside Pickup 11-9 Daily 

Ham & Swiss, Chips & DrinkHam & Swiss, Chips & Drink    $6.00

Back for the Season:  
Chicken Salad & Banana Split

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

POW/MIA
FROM PAGE 3B

I finally got to drag bales up 
to the wagon and could even 
throw them on the contrap-
tion, but occasionally I did not 
get the hay hook unfastened 
quick enough and asked for 
the hook back. I really envied 
Bernie Curtis because he used 
two shiny hay hooks at the 
same time, but when I saw 
those hooks a flashing I kept 
out of the way. 

They finally let me stack the 
bales on the wagon or truck, 
and I learned pretty quickly to 
pay attention to the way I laid 
the bales. I got advice from 
some of the older hands, and 
I knew not to argue especially 
if I stacked them wrong and I 
had to reload the wagon. There 
was another rule I learned 
while driving to the barn. I had 
to restack those dirty bales if 
I was responsible for jumping 
the clutch or rounding a cor-
ner wrong. If we were close to 
the barn and shade, the other 
hands gave me all kinds of 
advice as they sucked on their 
water jugs.

A few years later when we 
used a corn hiker to put the 
hay in the loft, I was allowed 
to clamber up the hiker if it 
wasn’t running, but it irked 
me to see some of the others 
ride a bale up. Dad was right, 
though, because we had to be 
careful when dismounting that 
old bale. 

I had another gripe when 
I was young and allowed to 
drag the bales back in the barn. 
They didn’t let me attempt to 
stack them. I was just a drag 
backer. It had something to 
do with which way to turn the 
bale and not having enough 
gumption and strength to 
stack those bales five-high. I 
also had to wait till I was big 
enough and savvy enough to 
set the bales on the hiker, but I 
could certainly get the bales to 
an astute loader man.

Haying was always done 
when it was 90 degrees in the 
shade, and I always got dirty 
and itchy. I always wore a 
shirt and the guys that didn’t 
got a nice tan. They also got 
scratched up and about half 
their tan was really grime, but 
they had to show off their 
muscles. 

Many high school boys 
worked on hay crews hired out 
during hay and straw season 
and got payed by the bale. My 
brother and I worked with a 
smaller crew on the Moss farm 
and were kept busy all summer 
long. 

Our crew consisted of Clar-
ence Moss, who directed the 
whole operation while he ran 
the baler tractor. Chief operat-
ing officer Manual Hernandez 
loaded the rack wagon behind 
the baler all day. That left Larry 
Moss, brother John and I to 
bring the wagons to the barns 
and unload and stack them. 

It was always hot and not 

STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

much air moving up in the top 
of those old barns, but it was a 
job and we were pretty proud 
that we kept up with unload-
ing the wagons quick enough 
to keep the operation moving. 
One of the best deals was to 
take the wagon back to the 
field and get cooled off a little. 
Those days accumulated mon-
ey in my wallet and certainly 
reinforced my work ethic, but 
it also helped pay for college.

As time went by, Rosie and 
I ran a crop and hog operation 
with at least one wheat field 
each year. As our kids got 
older our crew consisted of 
two daughters, Ginger and 
Gina, who dragged bales to the 
truck where I stacked them, 
with Rosie and Junior in the 
cab steering through the fields. 
I guess that is what you call 
a family farm with everyone 
having a job to do. 

I’ll be darned, but those 
girls could buck bales as good 
as I did when I was their age. 
Junior finally learned to drive 
that truck without being 
hollered at and not running 
over any bales. He had the ad-
vantage of riding in the shade 
and two dogs helping steer the 
contraption. 

Maybe, we weren’t exactly 
puttin’ up hay, but we could 
sure bring in the straw.      

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at  rogerstanley769@yahoo.
com) 

the men learned was how to 
travel light. Within hours, their 
fully loaded knapsacks were 
stripped of everything unnec-
essary, and piled on the accom-
panying wagons for shipment 
back home. The first day’s 
march, on July 3, commenced 
at 11 a.m. and ended at 5 p.m., 
eight miles out of Springfield.  

The next day was the Fourt 
of July, and the men made it 
to the grand home of a former 
state legislator at Island Grove 
in western Sangamon Coun-
ty. The arriving soldiers were 
greeted with much pomp, and 
the men feasted on ripe cher-
ries while examining the fine 
stock herds.

An oratorical celebration 
of the Fourth followed, with a 
reading of the Declaration of 
Independence preceding an 
address from the legendary 
frontier pastor, the Rev. Peter 
Cartwright.  

The ladies of the area pre-
pared a sumptuous dinner for 
the men. Grant politely, but 
firmly, refused to let the men 
partake. Although deep and bit-
ter curses were uttered by some 
of the troops, Grant recognized 
such a luxury conflicted with 
his desire for basic military dis-
cipline. 

Grant also policed men at 
the local fairgrounds that eve-
ning and confiscated whiskey 
from some of them. Still, he ap-
parently enjoyed the affair. 

Years later, he said, “I spent 
part of the Fourth of July, 1861, 
at Island Grove and heard a 
wonderful address by the Rev. 
Peter Cartwright and I would 
not have missed it for anything.”  

COUNTY
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Prisoners and Missing in 
Southeast Asia, a non-profit 
incorporated in May of 1970 
with the mission, “to obtain 
the release of all prisoners, the 
fullest possible accounting for 
the missing and repatriation 
of all recoverable remains of 
those who died serving our 
nation during the Vietnam 
War.”

“The greatest motivation for 
all of these families is uncer-
tainty,” says Ann Mills-Grif-
fiths, chairman of the board & 
CEO of the National League 

of POW/MIA Families. 
“Uncertainty is a killer. It is a 
great motivator to get you en-
gaged…It’s better to find out 
what happened to the missing 
than to endlessly stay in a state 
of uncertainty and frustration 
that you can’t do anything 
about it,” she said. “The fami-
lies were desperate, there was 
so much misinformation go-
ing around. Nobody wanted 
to talk about the veterans who 
had been ignored.”

POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY
The symbol of the POW/

MIA movement is the POW/
MIA flag, the brainchild of 

Mary Hoff, whose husband, 
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Michael 
Hoff, was missing in action in 
Laos. WWII veteran Newton 
Heisley, a former pilot in the 
Army Air Corps, designed the 
flag in 1972 using his Marine 
son as the model for the black 
and white flag’s famous sil-
houette.

In 1979, Congress declared 
the third Friday in September 
would be National POW/
MIA Recognition Day. Start-
ing in 1982, it became the day 
the POW/MIA flag was flown 
over the White House just be-
low the American flag — the 
only other flag to do so.

entirely by CCC labor: The 
Great Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park straddling the bor-
der of North Carolina and Ten-
nessee, and the 600-acre Big 
Bend National Park in Texas. 
In addition, the CCC helped to 
create a total of 711 new state 
parks across the country. 

During the nine years the 
CCC was operational, the an-
nual acreage of U.S. forest lost 
to fire sunk to its lowest point 
ever, despite the fact that a 
record number of forest fires 

were reported. That’s because 
tens of thousands of young 
CCC enrollees were employed 
as either full-time or emergen-
cy firefighters. 

Teams of permanent CCC 
firefighters patrolled vast 
stretches of forest on foot, by 
truck, by airplane and even 
canoe. When a blaze broke 
out, nearby CCC camps were 
enlisted to attack the fire with 
everything they had — hand-
held axes and hoes, shovels 
and saws and the occasional 
bulldozer. 

In one memorable cam-
paign, the stalwart CCC fire-

fighters took on the mysterious 
subterranean coal fires near 
Gillette, Wyoming. The fires, 
which sent flames 20 feet in the 
air from exposed coal seams, 
had been burning for as long 
as residents could remember. 
The CCC workers smothered 
some of the fires with sand and 
dug burning material out of 
others, successfully bringing 
17 separate blazes under con-
trol by 1937. 

The total number of hours 
logged by CCC firefighters 
from 1933 to 1942 was the 
equivalent of 6.5 million days. 
Tragically, 47 CCC firefight-
ers also lost their lives in the 
effort. 
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Perspective on pope and successor
Centenary of John Paul II’s birth highlights continuity of attitudes and actions with current Pope Francis
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

While setting one pope 
against another has become a 
bit of global phenomenon as 
of late, the May 18 centenary 
commemoration of the birth 
of Pope John Paul II high-
lighted continuity instead of 
contrast.

At his first public Mass 
since the global COVID-19 
lockdown, Pope Francis cel-
ebrated before the tomb of 
his predecessor, the now St. 
John Paul II, and reflected on 
the legacy of the pontiff who 
galvanized the masses while 
helping to defeat commu-
nism.

As the world is faced with 
the aftermath of the corona-
virus pandemic, Francis told 
faithful that God is never far 
from his people in difficult 
times.

“One hundred years ago, 
the Lord visited his people. He 
sent a man, he prepared him 
to become a bishop and guide 
the church,” he said during his 
homily to about 100 faithful in 
St. Peter’s Basilica.

Before moving to Rome 

and becoming pope, Karol 
Wojtyła lived in Poland un-
der Nazi and then communist 
rule. As Pope John Paul II, he 
is credited with playing a key 
role in thwarting communism 
in his native country and all of 
Europe.

Though today he is consid-
ered a favorite among many 
Catholic conservatives, due to 
his strong stance in support of 
the traditional family and life 
issues, John Paul II had his fair 
share of opposition during his 
pontificate. His efforts for in-
terreligious dialogue, such as 
when he kissed a copy of the 
Quran in 1999, caused signif-
icant backlash.

“If today we have the possi-
bility of a peaceful encounter 
and finding common ground 
with various religions, it’s 
because of the path traced 
by John Paul II,” said Polish 
Monsignor Slawomir Oder, 
who led the petition for the 
sainthood of the Polish pope, 
during an online meeting with 
journalists on Friday.

Much has been said about 
the similarities and differ-
ences between John Paul II 

and Pope Francis. Both were 
outsiders in the Vatican, un-
like Pope Benedict XVI, who 
knew his way around the Ro-
man Curia and had led the 
Vatican’s Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith.

The faithful who gathered 
at St. Peter’s Square for the 
conclaves of 1978 and 2013, 
which elected first John Paul II 
and then Pope Francis, shared 
that feeling of surprise when 
an unfamiliar cardinal was 
announced as the new pope. 
Their relative unfamiliarity 
seemed a blank slate for peo-
ple’s expectations.

During his homily, Francis 
pointed to how John Paul II, 
“was not detached from the 
people; on the contrary, he 
went out to find people and he 
went around the whole world, 
seeking the people, making 
himself close to them.”

Being a people’s pope is a 
common trait between the 
two pontiffs, who didn’t shy 
away from embracing crowds, 
meeting families and individ-
uals, especially those suffering 
and in need.

After Mehmet Ali Ağca shot 

and wounded John Paul II as 
he entered St. Peter’s Square 
in 1981, the pope asked peo-
ple to pray for the man who 
made an attempt on his life 
and kept an enduring relation-
ship with Ağca’s mother and 
brother.

“A pastor is close to his peo-
ple,” Francis said during the 
Mass. “If he isn’t, he’s not a 
pastor; he is a hierarch or an 
administrator, perhaps a good 
one, but not a pastor.”

John Paul II’s commitment 
to being close to his flock, 
or, “having the smell of the 
sheep,” as Francis would put 
it, included constant travel to 
over 100 countries and recur-
ring visits to the numerous 
dioceses of Rome in his role as 
bishop of the Eternal City.

A significant part of John 
Paul II’s legacy was creating 
a globalized papacy, which 
Francis not only incorporated 
into his pontificate but also 
expanded upon by appointing 
a growing number of cardinals 
from the global peripheries 
and making apostolic visits to 
the nations of the world.

Francis and John Paul II had 

two very different worlds to 
address but both faced it using 
the same tool. Catholic social 
doctrine, meaning the set of 
principles and teachings to 
guide society toward the com-
mon good, was implemented 
by both to promote justice in 
a global society.

John Paul II, “was a man 
who wanted justice, social jus-
tice, justice for peoples, justice 
that casts away wars,” Francis 
said. “He was the man of mer-
cy, because justice and mercy 
go hand in hand, they cannot 
be separated, they are togeth-
er: Justice is justice, mercy is 
mercy, but you can’t find one 
without the other.”

According to Oder, their 
shared interest for Catholic 
social teaching is a sign of the 
continuity between the two 
pontificates.

“The personal life and or-
igins of these two pontiffs, 
opposing a regime on one side 
and staggering poverty on the 
other, have made their hearts 
particularly sensitive to this 
theme,” he said.

Catholic social teaching 
was behind John Paul II’s fight 

against what he termed,“the 
culture of death,” just as it 
underlines Pope Francis’ con-
demnation of today’s “throw-
away society,” which he de-
scribes as one where everyone 
is treated as disposable, espe-
cially the weak and the poor.

Francis’ appeals for the care 
of creation, exemplified in his 
2015 encyclical, “Laudato Si’,” 
finds a precedent in John Paul 
II’s love for nature, seen in the 
pictures of him immersed in 
majestic alpine settings and 
immaculate landscapes.

While many differences ex-
ist between these two popes, 
what they have in common 
bears lasting consequences 
and creates a candle of holi-
ness to be passed down for 
future popes, Oder said.

“Different styles and ways 
of thinking mustn’t scandalize 
or worry, because everyone in-
terprets the mandate of Christ 
with their own sensibility and 
lived experience,” he said.

“Despite appearances or 
suggestions of a rupture or 
fracture, I see a continuity 
of faith and of the charity of 
hope.”

“the twenty-four elders 
fall down before him who is 
seated on 
the throne 
and wor-
ship him 
who lives 
forever and 
ever. They 
cast their 
crowns 
before the 
throne, 
saying,

“Worthy 
are you, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor 
and power, for you created 
all things, and by your will 
they existed and were creat-
ed.”” (Revelation 4:10–11 
ESV)

I am using a devo-
tional guide organized 
by topic, which includes 
each week the lyrics of a 
hymn appropriate to the 
topic. Recently, Charles 
Wesley’s “Love Divine, All 
Loves Excelling” was the 
hymn. Seeing the lyrics, I 
remembered singing them 
in the worship service at 
the Methodist Church in 
Riley, Indiana. I don’t know 
if I realized then that the 
last lines of that song, “’Til 
we cast our crowns before 
thee, lost in wonder love 
and praise,” referenced the 
passage from the Revela-
tion of John quoted above. 
If I did, I probably only 
knew enough to think of 
it as a way of saying, “go to 
heaven."

I wasn’t wrong of course, 
but by now, I see there is a 
bit more to it. The passage 
refers to 24 elders who 
are crowned and seated 
on lesser thrones around 
the throne of God. They 
are throwing down their 
crowns, the symbols 
of their own status and 
accomplishments, to honor 
the one who was far more 
deserving of praise and 
honor. Wesley was making 
the point that in the real 
presence of God, humans 
with any spiritual sensitivity 
will not cling to symbols of 
their own achievements, in-
stead giving those achieve-
ments as worship offerings 
to the Creator.

The citation of those 
lyrics, and all they imply, 
led me to consider what 
crown I might have to 
offer. As an adult, I have 
been competent in several 
things but never really 
outstanding in any. A “Jack 
of all trades and master of 
none” if you will. 

Casting 
Crowns is 
giving back 
of our gifts

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S 
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

The coronavirus pan-
demic hit pastor Kato Hart’s 
Detroit storefront church 
hard.

Finances dwindled to 
almost nothing. Rent and 
utility bills went unpaid. All 
the while, neighbors were 
losing jobs and seeking un-
employment.

His church, Hold the 
Light Ministries Church of 
God in Christ, prides itself 
on being a servant in the 
community, so not being 
able to help their people 
was difficult to process, 
Hart said.

But then they got some 
unexpected help.

Hold the Light is one 
of more than 100 small 
churches that have each 
been awarded $3,000 
grants.

Through the Churches 
Helping Churches Initia-
tive, a relief fund was set up 
to provide $3,000 grants to 
churches at risk of closing 
due to a decrease in finan-
cial giving during the pan-
demic. The initiative is led 
by the AND Campaign, 
with support from other 
organizations, like the Na-
tional Latino Evangelical 
Coalition, Pinkston and the 
Pinetops Foundation. As 
part of this effort, nation-
al Christian groups have 
urged larger and more sta-
ble churches to contribute 
and help keep these small 
churches open.

"It was a real blessing 
to us," said Hart, pastor of 
Hold the Light. "That came 
just in time."

The initiative, which ends 
May 31, has raised a total 
of more than $689,000 and 
received over 1,300 applica-
tions for funding since ear-
ly April. A May 15 benefit 
simulcast brought in more 
than 700 donors and raised 
more than $150,000, said 
Pinkston Vice President D.J. 
Jordan.

Deliverance Missionary 
Baptist Church in Oakland, 
Plantando Iglesias in Min-
neapolis and Union Tab-
ernacle Missionary Baptist 
Church in Chicago are 
among the churches identi-
fied for funding.

For Hart, the grant 
helped his church pay rent 
and other bills. The funding 
also made it easier for the 
church to help families ex-
periencing financial loss in 
the wake of COVID-19.

Before the pandemic, 

Thousands 
raised for 
churches 
at risk of 
closure

See MONEY, Page 6B

Special to The Prairie Press

Senior Pastor Kendall Koenig, left, Associate Pastor Sharon Rogers, center, and PATH Manager Jared Skorburg pose for a 
photo at Light of Christ Lutheran Church in Algonquin, Ill., Sunday, May 24, 2020. “The church is not a building, the church is 
people,” said Rogers, explaining why parents embraced the idea of an outdoor service for their children’s upcoming confirma-
tion ceremony.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

NEW YORK (AP) — For many reli-
gious families across the United States, 
the coronavirus has disrupted their 
most anticipated traditions – the rites of 
passage that mark their adolescent chil-
dren's full entry into their congregations.

With most houses of worship halting 
large in-person services due to the out-
break, some bar and bat mitzvahs have 
been conducted via Zoom rather than 
before a throng of well-wishers at the 
families' synagogue. Many confirmation 
ceremonies at Christian churches have 
been postponed until fall, at least one 
was held on Zoom, and an Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America congrega-
tion near Chicago will hold its confirma-
tion service in the church parking lot.

Sharon Rogers, associate pastor at 
Light of Christ Lutheran Church in 
Algonquin, said 23 children – mostly 
13-year-olds – are expected to be con-
firmed in the parking lot on June 13. 
Each family will be allowed to bring 
three vehicles, parking in every other 
space in deference to social distancing. 

The children, accompanied by their 
parents and baptismal sponsors, will 
emerge one group at a time from their 
cars to approach the two presiding pas-
tors, who will forgo the traditional act of 
laying hands on the children.

"The church is not a building, the 
church is people," said Rogers, explain-
ing why parents had embraced the idea 
of an outdoor service. 

"For me as a dad, it's different, but 
we're happy about it, rather than cancel-
ling or delaying it," said Leon Redobos, 
whose 14-year-old daughter Lindsay 
will be confirmed. 

"This rite of passage — it's really be-
tween my daughter and God," he said. 
"We just need a place where we can be 
surrounded by people who love you and 
want to support your faith."

Each confirmand has selected a Bible 
verse to guide their life. Redobos said 
Lindsay had chosen Luke 1:37: "For 
with God, nothing shall be impossible."

A neighboring ELCA church — St. 
Barnabas in Cary — held classes for its 
eight confirmation students over Zoom. 
A First Communion service will be held 
via Zoom June 7, but Pastor Sarah Wil-
son said the full-scale confirmation ser-
vice is now scheduled for Oct. 31

Wilson found it challenging to lead 
the online class sessions.

"It was hard for kids to learn how to 
use Zoom, then they learned how to use 
it really well," she said. "I think some of 
them were gaming during class."

Two United Methodist congregations 
in Bismarck, North Dakota, approached 
confirmation in different ways. 

The Rev. Jenny Hallenbeck Orr, 
who serves McCabe United Methodist 
Church, decided to postpone the cere-
mony until later in the summer, or in the 
fall. Legacy UMC held the first part of 
confirmation in a Zoom call with more 
than 70 participants. The Rev. Bran-
don Vetter, Legacy's lead pastor, said 
a follow-up in-person ceremony was 
planned for later.

In Encino, California, where Valley 

Beth Shalom normally celebrates sev-
eral bar mitzvahs a month, Rabbi Noah 
Farkas says there have been various re-
sponses from families unable to hold 
ceremonies in the synagogue.

He said some families postponed 
ceremonies until later this year, some 
celebrated in their backyards only with 
people from their household, others 
conducted ceremonies online.

"This pandemic is hitting us all differ-
ently, and a one-size-fits-all mentality 
just can't work right now," Farkas said via 
email.

One mother, Deb Levy of Montclair, 
New Jersey, wrote a piece for The New 
York Times about having an online bar 
mitzvah for 13-year-old son Zane in 
March because their synagogue was 
off-limits for big gatherings.

With just a few people on hand in 
the synagogue, the service was live-
streamed to a far-flung array of friends 
and relatives. Levy tallied 248 notes sent 
by well-wishers who watched.

"This wasn't the bar mitzvah we 

Pandemic disrupts rites of passage

Special to The Prairie Press

This May 2020 photo provided by the family shows Scott, left, and Dana George 
with their son, Braden, at their home in Houston. Eagerly anticipating the Rite of 
Confirmation for their 14-year-old son, Dana said the delay was bittersweet for her 
and her husband. “We know by now what we plan for ourselves is not God’s plan,” 
she said via email. “Some see this as a disaster but my family knows we will make 
it through stronger in our faith.”

See RITES, Page 6B
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You could win $1000
or $2000 on

Double Jack Thursday!

Find us on Facebook!

The Beatles to the Bee Gees
to the Backstreet Boys

Elton John to Aerosmith to U2

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!

Joey O – Mornings 6–9
Brady Hall – Afternoons 2–5

LISTEN ON YOUR ALEXA SMART SPEAKER 
OR wmmcradio.com

Ben Lueken, Managing Member

For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

Restaurant will 

REOPEN
late next week!

CAMP IS OPEN DAILY AT  7 a.m.
Follow us on Facebook for updates!

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and handling 
fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 
24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier 
Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT 
Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored 
burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are 
connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to 
pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract 
required from ADT Pulse + Video: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Doorbell camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must 
be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees 
may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/
or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional 
charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts 
on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, 
AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-
127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-
TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, 
NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, 
Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-
2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002790, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba 
Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q120

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-271-5617
Ask about same-day 

installation! 
Reply By 

April 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1 

home security company in the U.S.  

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
 VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM  
New customers only. Early termination 
 fee applies. Installation starts 
 at $99 with 36 month 
                monitoring agreement.  
                See all offer details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD 
From Protect Your Home 
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS 
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL 
—$139 Value
DOORBELL CAMERA 
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.

PER MONTH

MONITORING 

GREAT 

LOW
PRICE

planned. But it was better than 
anything we could have imag-
ined,” Levy wrote.

In suburban Atlanta, the 
Duke family decided to lives-
tream 12-year-old Lila Duke’s 
bat mitzvah from home. The 
event was chronicled by The 
Jerusalem Post, which said the 
service was enlivened midway 
through when the family’s cat 
jumped atop a table to make an 
unscheduled appearance.

For Reform Judaism, the 
days around the upcoming 
holiday of Shavuot normally 
would have been occasion for 
confirmation ceremonies at 
synagogues, in which teens af-
firm their commitment to the 
Jewish people. This year, some 
synagogues will conduct the 
services on Zoom or Facebook 
Live. 

The pandemic has prompt-
ed many Roman Catholic 
churches to postpone First 
Communion and confirma-

tion services. 
In hard-hit New York City, 

no rescheduling date is set yet. 
In the Diocese of Knoxville, 
Tennessee, there's hope that 
confirmation services can take 
place June 27.

One festive rite-of-passage 
event in Tennessee has been 
canceled altogether due to the 
pandemic -- an annual pro-
cession through the streets of 
Chattanooga by hundreds of 
parishioners of the Basilica of 
Sts. Peter & Paul, celebrating 
the children participating in 
their First Communion cere-
mony.

The basilica's pastor, David 
Carter, said this year's group 
of children will celebrate First 
Communion on June 13, with 
plans to live-stream the Masses 
because in-person attendance 
will be tightly restricted.

At Memorial Lutheran 
Church in Houston, the confir-
mation service for about a doz-
en children had been sched-
uled for this Sunday but is now 
planned for late September. 

"We made that decision ear-
ly in the pandemic, knowing it 
would be difficult for people 
like grandparents, godparents 
and other relatives to rearrange 
their travel plans to attend," said 
the senior pastor, Scott Murray. 
His congregation is part of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod.

Some parents acknowledged 
disappointment at the delay, 
but Murray said they were un-
derstanding, and did a good 
job at their homes adminis-
tering memorization tests for 
their children - a key part of 
confirmation classes that nor-
mally take place at church.

One mother, Dana George, 
said the delay was bittersweet 
for her and husband, Scott, 
who were eagerly anticipat-
ing the confirmation of their 
14-year-old son, Braden.

"We know by now what we 
plan for ourselves is not God's 
plan," she said via email. "Some 
see this as a disaster but my 
family knows we will make it 
through stronger in our faith."

RITES
FROM PAGE 5B

I’ve often said that my 
greatest accomplishment 
is that Sharon and I have 
nurtured a couple of kids 
who follow Jesus and 
exceed us in their king-
dom achievements. There, 
perhaps, was a crown I 
could offer. No sooner had 
that thought come than I 
realized how often I have 
acknowledged that many 
parents have desired to 
nurture their families in a 
godly way as much as we 
did, have worked at it as 
hard as we did and who 
likely prayed harder than 
we did, but for whom 
the outcome was not as 
positive. That our children 
are who they are turns out 
to be as much a result of 
grace as a result of our ef-
forts, important as parental 
nurture is to a child.

And finally, I came to 
see what the apostle John 
and Charles Wesley prob-
ably intended all along: 
Anything I have to offer in 
praise of God is but that 
which he has given me in 
the first place. I am like the 
little boy whose dad gives 
him a quarter to put in 
the offering plate. It really 
doesn’t increase the week’s 
offering, but the boy gets 
to feel the joy of giving.  

(John Youngblood is 
pastor of New Beginnings 
Church at Paris. Email 
him at ybloodjohn@gmail.
com or leave a message at 
(217) 463-3964. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided week-
ly by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Fellowship.)

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

Hart’s wife was planning to dis-
tribute used purses filled with 
hygienic products, toiletries, 
water and other necessities to 
give away around Mother’s 
Day. Grant money will now be 
used to purchase the products 
inside the purses. They’ll dis-
tribute them once it’s safe to 
do so.

Hart said their church pro-
vides food and clothes for 
those in need. They also part-
ner with local anti-violence 
efforts to promote commu-
nity.

"We're there for ministry," 
Hart said.

This Churches Helping 
Churches Initiative targeted 
congregations of 25 to 150 

members in low-income ur-
ban communities that have 
been disproportionately im-
pacted by the COVID-19 
economic shutdown.

“We have seen that low-in-
come Americans, especially 
in urban centers, have been 
more likely to lose their job 
during this coronavirus eco-
nomic shutdown. This has 
greatly impacted the small 
churches in these communi-
ties, and many of them could 
be forced to close,” said Jus-
tin Giboney, president of the 
AND Campaign, in a state-
ment.

Although the relief fund 
is wrapping up this month, 
the initiative will transition 
to regional, city and state-
based efforts. The first big 
local campaign is underway 

in West Michigan where 
larger churches and philan-
thropic organizations have 
raised $500,000 to give grants 
to small, mostly minority 
churches, Jordan said.

As for the national relief 
fund, which is administered 
by the National Christian 
Foundation, it will accept do-
nations and distribute funds 
through the end of the month.

Churches that have ap-
plied but haven’t received a 
grant will be referred to large 
churches and ministries across 
America in their same cities.

Larger ministries and 
churches that want to know 
about at-risk churches that 
have applied in their commu-
nity can email the AND Cam-
paign at engage@theandcam-
paign.com.

MONEY
FROM PAGE 5B

PARISH WOMAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS

Special to The Prairie Press

Each year the Springfield Diocesan Council of Catholic Women honors one woman from each par-
ish for her service to God, parish and community. Local honorees this year are Ann Robison from 
St. Aloysius Church, at right, and Bonnie Stephens from St. Mary’s Church, left.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216



PRIME retail space available 
for rent on the square. Call 
347-957-0017 for information.

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Spring/Summer Sale. Insured, 
Free estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

Mulching, Planting
Painting and Power Washing
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Gary 217-264-6444

Brad McElheny Construction LLC
Kitchens, Baths, Additions, Decks
All types New Construction, 
Remodel & Renovations. Top 
Quality Work in a Timely Manner 
since 1993.
Call 765-592-0955 or 
765-548-1212

Effingham Equity in Marshall is 
accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2020 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact Marshall 
Equity at (217) 826-6331

CUSTOM APPLICATOR
Requirements: possess a CDL 
class A license; apply fertilizer 
and ag products through custom 
application equipment; blending, 
mixing, delivering loading and 
unloading of ag products; 
scout field for weed and insect 
problems; take soil samples; 
other duties as assigned.
For more information or to apply 
go to www.threeequity.com/
careers for application form or 
call Marshall Equity Office at 
217-826-6331

NOW HIRING - AeroGen-TEK
AeroGen-TEK, a leading provider 
of highly complex combustion 
components for aerospace 
and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team 
members to fill roles in the 
following areas: Fabrication, Final 
Assembly, Spinning, Engineering, 
NDT/Xray Level II, Machining, 
Lasers, Programming, and Many 
More... To inquire about or apply 
for a position
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main 
St, Paris, IL; Email your resume to 
HR@aerogentek.com; or Call us 
at 217-465-6549

GSI/AGCO CORP - NOW HIRING 
IN PARIS, IL
As a global leader and 
essential business in the design, 
manufacture and distribution 
of agricultural solutions, AGCO 
delivers effective, high-tech 
solutions for those working to 
feed the world’s population, 
from planting to storage and 
everything in between. 
GROW WITH US
Several full time positions with 
benefits are now open. CURRENT 
ROLES ON MULTIPLE SHIFTS: 
BRAKE PRESS OPERATOR AND 
ASSEMBLER
Search all positions and apply 
online:
careersagcocorp.com

Ply Gem Simonton, a 

Cornerstone Building Brands  
NOW HIRING for Essential 
Manufacturing Employees. Call 
800-973-3969

Kansas Schools will be employing 
an early elementary one-on-one 
aide and a junior-high one-on-one 
aide in the 2020-21 school year. 
Applicants must be at least 19 
years of age and have one of the 
following: Associate’s degree or 
higher; 60 semester hours of 
coursework; High School Diploma 
or GED and a score of 460 or 
higher on the ETS Parapro; High 
School Diploma or GED and 
the following scores on the ACT 
Workkeys - Applied Mathematics/
Applied Math (with a score of 4) 
and Reading for information/
Workplace Documents (with a 
score of 4). 

Please send letters of application, 
resume and credentials by June 
15, 2020 to: Cindy Spencer, 
Principal, KUSD #3, P.O. Box 350, 
Kansas, IL 61933

House for rent- Smaller 2 BR 
house in Paris, stove, refrigerator, 
washer, dryer hook up, central air, 
trash included. $550/mo. plus 
dep. 
References required. 
Call 217-251-5721

House for rent- 3 bd, 1 bath on 
quiet street, open concept in kit 
and lr. stainless appl. 2 car garage 
and screened in porch. No pets & 
no smoking $750 mo/$750 dep., 
1 yr lease. Call 217-264-2850

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Very nice 2 bdrm apartment 
on East Lake for rent. Includes 
washer, dryer and dishwasher. 
Water, sewer and trash paid.  
$650 month plus deposit. Call 
217-466-8210

For Sale: 2002 HD Sportster 883. 
Mileage unknown
Call Dave Brown 217-808-1015

WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay CA$H for 
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 
R113 R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-598-1758 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.com

*** Colman’s RV *** 
 We buy/consign used Campers 
& RV’s! 217-583-4023 www.
colmansrv.com

*** THE BOAT DOCK ***
 We Buy & Consign Used Boats! 
Springfield, Illinois 217-771-4054 
www.theboatdock.com

State Of Illinois
In The Circuit Court Of The 

Fifth Judicial Circuit
Edgar County – In Probate

In The Matter Of The Estate Of
Elsie C. Allen, Deceased.              

  No. 2020-P-17
  

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
ELSIE C. ALLEN, of Ridge Farm, 
Illinois, who died on April 23, 2020. 
Letters of Office as Independent 
Executor were issued on May 
7, 2020 to MARK J. ALLEN, 515 

Meadowglen Drive, Duncanville, 
Texas 75137 whose attorney is E. 
Robert Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.
 Claims against the 
estate may be filed in the office 
of the Clerk of the Court at Edgar 
County, Illinois, or with the rep-
resentative, or both, on or before 
November 16, 2020 and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Mark J. Allen, 
Independent Executor

 By: E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS EDGAR 
COUNTY, PARIS, ILLINOIS 

PROBATE DIVISION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 

OF ANNE JONES JOHNSON, 
Deceased )

No. 2020-P-19

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given to creditors of the 
death of ANNE JONES JOHNSON 
of Paris, Edgar County, Illinois. 
Letters of Office were issued to 
Laura A. Johnson of 610 Kenton 
Street, Paris, IL 61944, whose 
attorney is Janet L. Grove of 
Armstrong, Grove & Wawrzynek 
LLC, P.O. Box 1425, Mattoon, IL 
61938.
Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the Independent 
Executor, or both, on or before 
November 16, 2020, or if mailing 
or delivery of notice from the 
representative is required by 
Section 5/18-3 of the Probate Act, 
the date stated in that notice. Any 
claim not filed on or before that 
date is barred. Copies of a claim 
filed with the Clerk must be mailed 
or delivered by the claimant to the 
Independent Executor and to the 
attorney within 10 days after it has 
been filed.

 Dated: May 23, 2020

Janet L. Grove
Attorney for Representative
Armstrong, Grove & Wawrzynek 
LLC 1400 Charleston Ave., Suite 
200
P.O. Box 1425
Mattoon, IL 61938
Tel: 217-234-7123
Email: staff@agwLawOffice.com

Laura A. Johnson Independent 
Executor
ARDC No. 6191643

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

PARIS, EDGAR COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ADOPTION OF ZOE 
JANE COX, A Minor Child 
VICKIE R. COX, Petitioner 
ZOE JANE COX, A Minor 

Child,  and KAYCEE COX,  The 
Biological Mother, and  ALL 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

Respondents. 

ADOPTION NOTICE TO: ALL 
WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

TAKE NOTICE that a Petition was 
filed in the Circuit Court of Edgar 
County, Illinois, for the adoption of 
a child named Zoe Jane Cox.
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 
file an answer to the Petition in 
the action or otherwise file your 
appearance therein, in the said 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Illinois, in the City of Paris, Illinois, 
on or before July 7, 2020 at 11:00 
a.m., a default may be entered 
against you at any time after that 
day and time and a Judgment 
entered in accordance with the 
prayer of said Petition.

DATED: May 12 , 2020
FILED 5/12/2020 9:21 AM 

Angela R Barrett Circuit Clerk, 5th 
Judicial Circuit Edgar County

ANDREW W. HALL
BECKETT LAW OFFICE, P.C.
508 South Broadway
Urbana, IL 61801
(217) 328-0263
(217) 328-0290 FAX andrew.hall@
beckettlawpc.com 
ARDC No. 6320733

ASSUMED NAME PUBLICATION 
NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that 
on May 19, 2020 a certificate was 
file in the Office of the County 
Clerk of Edgar County, Illinois 
setting forth the names and 
post office address of all of the 
persons owning, conducting and 

transacting the business known 
as:

BROUILLETTS CREEK RANCH
Located at: 15250 Grapevine Rd, 

Chrisman, IL 61924
Owner(s):  Audrey Inboden & 

Dylan Craig
Dated:  May 19 2020

August H Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

STATE OF ILLINOIS IN THE 
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR 
COUNTY - IN PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF

JAMES H. GRIFFIN
Deceased

Case No. 2020-P-20

NOTICE FOR PUBLICATION 
- CLAIMS

Notice is given of the death of 
JAMES H. GRIFFIN, of Paris, 
Illinois. Letters of office were 
issued on May 19, 2020, to 
VIRGINIA STOEBER, of 5 Jill Court, 
Bloomington, IL 61701, whose 
attorney is RICHARD L. JAMES, 
328 N Central, PO Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944.
Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Edgar County, Paris, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before November 
30, 2020, and any claims not filed 
within that period are barred. 
Copies of a claim filed with the 
Clerk must be mailed or delivered 
to the representative and to the 
attorney within ten (10) days after 

it is filed.

Dated: May 20, 2020.

VIRGINIA STOEBER
 Representative

 By: RICHARD L. JAMES Attorney

#1323156
RICHARD L. JAMES
Attorney at Law
328 N Central PO Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone No. 217/465-2529
rlj@rjameslaw.com

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT EDGAR 
COUNTY PARIS, ILLINOIS

ESTATE OF MARY JO FISER,
Deceased

No. 2020-P-21

CLAIM NOTICE
 Notice is given of the death of 
MARY JO FISER. Letters of Office 
were issued on May 21, 2020 
to JOHN P. MORRISON, 7613 
CERVANTES COURT, SPRINGIELD, 
VA 22153, as Independent 
Executor, whose attorney is FRUIN 
& KASH (Richard M. Kash, Jr.), 129 
N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.
Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the Office of the Circuit 
Clerk of the Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois, 
61944, or with the Representative, 
or both, or with the Representative, 
or both, on or before December 
4, 2020, and any claim not filed 
within the applicable period is 
barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 
delivered to the Representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 

after it has been filed.

JOHN P. MORRISON
 Independent Executor

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: 217/ 465-4196
FAX: 217/ 466-1213
 Email: service@fgklaw.net
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217-921-3216
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CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

Always taking 
consignments! 

Give us a call!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris    217-921-3216

SELL IT, 
DON’T  

STORE IT

Call
Today

or 
Stop By
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MORE

GET  
MORE
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Commentary

Sports 
Advertising 

Quality

101 N. Central Ave., Paris 
217-921-3216

www.prairiepress.net
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Call today about a 
3 month subscription!
217-921-3216

$19.99*

for 3 months

*For new subscribers ONLY

Count on the The Prairie Press to Count on the The Prairie Press to 
provide you the latest information provide you the latest information 
on COVID-19, our schools and East on COVID-19, our schools and East 
Central IllinoisCentral Illinois

101 N. Central  Paris, IL • 217-921-3216
Paris Beacon-news

Don’tget left
dark

in the

or take advantage of our 6 months & 1 year subscriptions
6-Month Subscription

EDGAR CO. ONLY   $32.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.   $42.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

EDGAR CO. ONLY          $49.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF EDGAR CO.      $64.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

 

1-year Subscription
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Monday-Friday

Namibia — a land 

unlike any other

Bird sightings 

ring in spring

Tips to protect 

mental health

Churches adapt 

to distancing

Beatrix Potter 

comes to life

SPRING BALL 

SEASONS

SLIP AWAY

Latest news, 

online extras

Gary Henry and his family, 

ride, kayak and eat their 

way around a dazzling 

landscape of extremes.

The Purple Martin’s return 

migration north is a 

harbinger of spring; early 

birds sighted in Tamaroa. 

NEWS, 8B

COVID-19 has led to 

massive disruptions of 

work and family life — here 

are ways to take control of 

stress. 

NEWS, 3A

Edgar County churches 

reach their congregations 

online after shelter-in-

place order takes effect.  

GRACE, 5B

Actress Debra Ann Miller 

performs at the Paris 

Library in the role of 

beloved British author.   

HISTORY, 3B

The spring high school 

softball and baseball 

seasons are slipping away, 

thanks to the COVID-19 

virus.   SPORTS, 9A

Join the conversation 

and have fun with us on 

Facebook! Search for The 

Prairie Press and “like” us.

BY GARY HENRY

ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County Emer-

gency Operations Center 

(EOC) was activated at 9:52 

a.m. Friday, March 27.

Jill Taylor, coordinator for 

the Edgar County Emergency 

Services and Disaster Agency 

(ESDA), said the activation 

was requested by Horizon 

Health because the hospital is 

running low on Personal Pro-

tective Equipment (PPE), and 

the activation does two things 

that may help the situation.

Activation created a public 

call to any businesses and in-

dustries around Edgar Coun-

ty that use PPE as part of the 

manufacturing process to 

donate what they can spare to 

help the medical community. 

Taylor stressed this action is 

not being taken because of an 

active case of COVID-19 in 

the county, but because PPE 

supplies are running critically 

low in Edgar County.

“As of today, we have no 

confirmed cases,” Taylor said 

Friday morning. “There have 

been 11 tests submitted from 

Edgar County — nine were 

negative and two are pending 

results.”
The second thing activating 

the EOC does is better posi-

tion the county for receiving 

supplies as distributed by state 

agencies. 
Taylor said with 

COVID-19 affecting the en-

tire country, PPE is getting 

hard to find, and the state will 

not have any to distribute un-

til Monday. Priority is given 

to counties with confirmed 

cases in hopes of stopping 

the spread. Moving the EOC 

to Level 2 status means lo-

cal emergency personnel are 

supporting the response to a 

potentially evolving incident 

and may help in the effort to 

obtain PPE.
“Since we don’t have an ac-

tive case, we are so far down 

on the totem pole it is hard to 

get supplies,” said Taylor. “It is 

going to counties that are al-

ready infected.”

Here is what is needed, and 

all PPE must be new in the 

original packaging to guaran-

tee sterility:
N95 masks

Surgical masks

Tyvek suits

Gloves
Goggles
All items will be distribut-

ed to nursing homes in Edgar 

County and Horizon Health 

as needed.
Collection started Friday 

morning and went until 4 

p.m. with donations dropped 

off at the Paris Fire Training 

Center, 11200 Cherry Point 

Road. Donations will still 

be accepted 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Monday through Friday next 

week. Drop off times must be 

scheduled by contacting ei-

ther Taylor at the ESDA office 

217-466-3180 or contacting 

Paris Fire Chief Brian Gates at 

217-466-5670.

Later on Friday, the Il-

linois Nurses Association 

announced 12 registered 

nurses from the University 

of Illinois Hospital in Chi-

cago have tested positive for 

COVID-19. The INA press 

release stated the nurses 

worked in a COVID care 

unit and often did not have 

access to PPE. 

ESDA activated in county

Hospital running low on Personal Protective Equipment; still no confirmed COVID-19

CRAFTY SOLUTION TO MASK SHORTAGE

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Kathy Jo Drake of Paris explains how she constructed a mask for the sewing project now underway in Edgar County 

to support healthcare workers, the elderly and nursing home residents. Drake ran out of ¼ inch elastic and began 

using cross grain ribbon that must be tied by those wearing the mask over the N95 surgical mask. It takes 60 inches 

— five feet — of ¼ inch ribbon to complete a mask.

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Local seamstresses are providing 

Edgar County with much-need-

ed masks to help extend the life 

of medical N95 surgical/medical 

masks during the COVID-19 pan-

demic — and the help couldn’t 

come at a better time.

Horizon Health began accepting 

the hand-sewn masks Friday, March 

27. About a dozen local residents 

are producing the 100 percent cot-

ton masks. 
The group was created after re-

tired Edgar County farmer Kim 

Brown and seamstresses Brenda 

Wright and Kathy J. Drake put their 

heads together about the possibility 

of making the masks.

The project hasn’t been with-

out its challenges, Wright noted. 

The first pattern which was widely 

shared on the Internet and social 

media sites really didn’t work well.

Drake agreed and each came up 

with a pattern that worked for them 

and those who joined to help.

Brown said all of the women 

involved in the project — especially 

Wright and Drake — have been 

Seamstresses make masks

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press

Brenda Wright demonstrates how the hand-sewn masks being created by 

local seamstresses fit over the N95 surgical mask used by healthcare per-

sonnel at Horizon Health. More than 289 masks have been constructed and 

donated to nursing homes, assisted living centers and now the local hospital 

and clinic by about a dozen Edgar County seamstresses.

See MASKS, Page 8A

BY NANCY ZEMAN

nzeman@prairiepress.net

Paris Union School District 95 

and Crestwood Unit 4 students 

may not be in school because of the 

COVID-19 virus, but both districts 

are working hard to make sure their 

students are safe, have food and are 

learning.
Not only are children being fed, 

on Friday morning, Paris 95 dis-

tributed 150 Chromebooks on 

a first-come, first-served basis to 

families who don’t have a laptop or 

desktop computer at home.

“Some of our students are trying 

to do homework on smartphones,” 

district superintendent Jeremy Lar-

son said.
The Chromebooks were handed 

out one per car at Memorial School 

— and were gone in a matter of 

minutes, Larson said. Cars began 

lining up at 7:30 a.m. Friday ahead 

of the scheduled 9 a.m. start time 

for distribution. 

The handouts began early be-

cause of the long line of cars.

In addition to the distribution of 

Chromebooks, Paris 95 is installing 

10 hot spots providing free wireless 

service throughout the communi-

ty. The hot spots are only in the city 

of Paris.
The hot spots, which are expect-

ed to be launched Monday, March 

30, will help support individual ac-

cess to the Internet. Once school is 

back in session, the hot spots will 

be discontinued, Larson noted.

“It’s a temporary solution but 

we feel strongly that it needs to be 

done,” Larson said. 

Work on the hot spots is under 

the direction of Paris 95 network 

supervisor Nathan Bell.

Larson said it is increasingly un-

likely schools will reopen on April 

18 — especially because the Chi-

cago Public Schools are out until 

April 30.
School superintendents 

throughout Illinois have been dis-

cussing the possibility of a return 

to the classrooms and what may be 

ahead.
“If the schools reopen and then 

Schools 
distributing 

laptops and 

free meals

See PARIS 95, Page 8A

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

COVID-19 updates seem 

to come hourly and as this 

global pandemic continues 

to evolve, Horizon Health 

is continuously evaluating 

its operations to follow the 

guidelines of professional 

societies and industry stan-

dards. 
That requires finding a 

working balance between 

keeping our communities 

safe and honoring the gov-

ernment orders of social 

distancing and shelter-in-

place, while still providing 

all the necessary care for our 

patients.

Horizon Health im-

plemented the following 

changes Friday, March 27. 

A portion of the Ack-

lin-Shackelford Clinic at 

Paris is being dedicated to 

a Respiratory Care Center. 

This clinic is appropriate 

for patients who have acute 

respiratory symptoms that 

could be consistent with 

COVID-19, influenza or 

related diseases. Such symp-

toms include fever, cough, 

tiredness and difficulty 

breathing. The clinic hours 

are 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon-

day through Friday and a 

phone call prior to arrival is 

required to gain access and 

to be given specific instruc-

tions before entering the 

building. The number to call 

is 217-466-4833.

A COVID-19 symptom 

checker can be found at My-

HorizonHealth.org/coro-

navirus. It is a great place to 

start, should a person think 

they may be experiencing 

symptoms. 
More emphasis is be-

ing placed on telemedi-

cine. Many of the Horizon 

Health providers are offer-

ing telemedicine visits. Call 

217-465-8411 to arrange a 

telemedicine consultation. 

Visits can be conducted 

through a smartphone or 

computer/tablet with Inter-

net access. Like traditional 

office calls, these visits are 

scheduled in advance and 

billed through insurance. 

In an effort to keep ev-

eryone in good health, the 

Paris, Chrisman and Oak-

land clinics are dedicating 

hours of operation for well  

visits and separate hours of 

operation for sick visits. All 

patients will continue to be 

screened for symptoms of 

COVID-19, and a conver-

sation with staff will deter-

mine which visit is right for 

a patient’s needs. 

Staff will conduct well vis-

its between 8:30 and 11:30 

a.m. with sick visits between 

1:30 and 5 p.m. 

The Patient Portal is al-

ways a good option to han-

dle some issues without 

a need to visit the clinic. 

Through the portal, patients 

can ask providers a question, 

request a prescription refill, 

reschedule an appointment 

and more. Visit MyHorizon-

Health.org/PatientPortal to 

learn more. 
Visitor restrictions and 

limited access rules remain 

in place. No visitors are 

permitted on the inpatient 

unit. Exceptions will be 

made for end-of-life visits. 

Horizon Health announces operational changes

See HOSPITAL, Page 8A
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CAN YOU SEE IT? 
NO CLOSING COSTS
ON NEW HELOC’S

Now through April 30th, apply 
for a Home Equity Line of Credit
and enjoy NO closing costs!

OUR VISION:

*Subject to credit approval. Additional requirements may apply. 
Closing costs are various expenses or outside fees incurred when a 
borrower closes a new loan. These expenses/ fees may include the 
cost of a mortgage title policy or search, charges for preparation 

and recording of mortgage or security documents, appraisal fees, 
application fees,  credit report charges and other similar real 

estate related expenses.

MEMBER FDIC & EQUAL HOUSING LENDER

APPLY ONLINE
BANKPROSPECT.COM

  
It is with deep regret that we are postponing 

Dancing with the Stars this year.  After five years, 
this has become the social event of the season but 

due to the impact of Covid 19, we do not want to 
endanger any of our most valued participants.

We plan to resume this event next year when we 
can once again celebrate books for children. Things 
have changed but enrolled children living in Edgar 
County are still receiving books in the mail. It is a 
true joy for a child confined to home to get these 

books with their name on it. 

Continuing the Dolly Parton Library costs at least 
$25.00+ per year per child. Without Dancing with 

the Stars this year, Altrusa International, Inc. of 
Paris urges everyone who has been a past 

supporter to continue the tradition. 
  Contributions can be made via a check to HRC/    
  DPIL and sent to P.O.Box 1118, Paris, IL. Please      
  put DPIL/DWTS in the memo.

Thank you!Thank you!

Dear Friends of the Dear Friends of the 

Dolly Parton Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library,

If you have a child under 
the age of five who is not 
currently enrolled and is 

living in Edgar County, please 
enroll them on line 

by going to 
imaginationlibrary.com.

 It takes about eight weeks to 
receive your first book.

We love our

volunteers!

Happy National 
Volunteer Week 

April 19-25

        Handpicked fresh from the grove!

Call now to receive

FREE Shipping!
Limited time o� er, good while supplies last. 

Not valid with any other o� er or previous purchases.

Since 1947. 
Hale Groves, Vero 
Beach, FL 32966

WOW!WOW!

IC:  HMVS-A181

Perfect for Mother’s Day! Mention Promo Code SPG20.

Special Offer FREE Shipping! 
Spring Basket Box 

ONLY

$2999*

+ FREE
Shipping

Mention Promo 
Code SPG20

Call 1-217-921-5669 to order item 836
or Visit HaleGroves.com/MB00043

Order Item #836, mention Promo Code SPG20 for FREE Shipping. 
Only $29.99*, plus FREE Shipping. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. 

Order by April 30th, 2020  for GUARANTEED Mother’s Day  delivery.

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Horizon Health is now op-
erating under the new Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) priorities for 
testing patients with suspected 
COVID-19 virus, Erin Frank, 
communications director at 
Horizon Health confirmed this 
week.

“We have expanded our test-
ing guidelines to the CDC’s 
Level 3 Priority, which means 
anyone exhibiting symptoms 
can be tested with a provider 
order,” Frank confirmed.

Frank emphasized, however, 
“that testing is not the end-all, 
be-all for determining illness or 
the potential for spreading the 
disease.”

In some instances, 
COVID-19 testing can provide 
a false negative. This means a 
person can have the disease 
and infect someone despite a 
negative test. 

According to the newest 
CDC test levels information 
provided by Horizon Health, 
the COVID-19 symptoms for 
the virus have not changed 
— fever, cough, shortness of 
breath.

The testing priorities are di-
vided into three areas, accord-
ing to the CDC information. 

Priority 1 ensures the opti-
mal care for all hospitalized pa-
tients, lessens the risk to health-
care-associated infections and 
maintains the integrity of the 
U.S. healthcare systems. Pri-
ority 1 testing individuals are 
those who are hospitalized or 
healthcare facility workers with 
symptoms.

Priority 2 are those at the 
highest risk of complication of 
infection and are rapidly iden-
tified and appropriately tri-
aged. These individuals include 
patients in long-term care facil-
ities with symptoms as well as 
those who are 65 years or older 
with symptoms. Patients with 
underlying conditions with 
symptoms and first responders 

with symptoms are also includ-
ed in the Priority 2 testing as 
provided by the CDC.

Priority 3 testing follows 
as resources allow for testing 
individuals in the surround-
ing communities of rapidly 
increasing hospital cases to 
decrease community spread 
and ensure the health of essen-
tial workers. These individuals 
include critical infrastructure 
workers with symptoms as 
well as individuals who do not 
meet the Priority 1 or Priority 
2 testing guidelines but exhib-
it symptoms. This category 
also includes health facility 
workers and first responders 
as well as individuals with mild 
symptoms in communities 
experiencing high numbers of 
COVID-19 hospitalizations.

Non-priority are individuals 
without symptoms, according 
to the CDC.

As has been the case from 
the beginning of the pandemic, 
those who test positive for the 
virus — unless they require 
hospitalization for help with 
breathing — are sent home 

to self-quarantine, Frank said. 
There is no treatment for the 
virus.

Experts have also empha-
sized there is only a 70% sensi-
tivity to the test. Frank said that 
means if 1,000 people are test-
ed, 300 are expected to present 
a false negative. The other issue 
is the viral load in a patient 
might not be high enough to 
present a positive test, especial-
ly if the patient is tested as the 
symptoms are just beginning.

As of Friday, April 24, there 
were no positive cases in Ed-
gar County — one of only six 
counties in Illinois — experts 
have indicated it is irrational to 
think the virus is not or has not 
been here.

Horizon Health has strict-
ly followed the CDC testing 
protocols from the beginning, 
Frank said. One of the prob-
lems is the limited number of 
the swabs the hospital had in 
stock for testing. The supply 
has improved, she said, and to 
date, the total number of Edgar 
County residents tested is 69 
with 68 negative results. One 

result is pending.
The outpatient surgical area 

at Horizon Health has been 
transformed into a COVID-19 
isolation area, Frank said. The 
area is not in use, she empha-
sized, but available if a positive 
case is identified.

“We understand testing re-
lated to COVID-19 continues 
to be frustrating,” she said. “It’s 
frustrating for us, too.”

On Monday, April 20, Hori-
zon Health began curbside 
testing and visits both for clinic 
and lab services. The curbside 
testing is in addition to the tele-
medicine appointments which 
have steadily been adopted by 
our providers over the past few 
weeks, Frank said. (See story, 
this page.)

Frank said the CDC contin-
ues to urge the public to wear 
a cloth face covering or mask 
in public settings where social 
distancing can be difficult to 
maintain. Masks should be 
worn when:
Shopping at essential busi-

nesses, like grocery stores or 
pharmacies
Picking up food from 

the drive-through or curbside 
pickup
While visiting a health 

care provider
Traveling on public trans-

portation
Interacting with custom-

ers, clients, or coworkers at es-
sential businesses
When feeling sick, cough-

ing, or sneezing
The mask must fit snugly but 

comfortably against the side of 
the face, be secured with ties or 
ear loops, include multiple lay-
ers of fabric and be able to be 
laundered and machine dried 
without damage or change to 
shape.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker announced 
Thursday, April 22, masks 
must be worn in public settings 
by everyone ages two and older 
beginning May 1, where social 
distancing is not possible or 
difficult. 

Horizon Health has new testing priorities

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Horizon Health started of-
fering curbside services April 
20.

The outpatient lab, as well 
as the Paris Clinic are still 
open for usual in-person vis-
its. Curbside options and 
telemedicine are meant to 
supplement the traditional 
processes, rather than replace 
them. 

Clinic visits, regardless of 
type, continue to be avail-
able by calling 217-465-8411. 
When scheduling, the provid-
er’s office will work with call-
ers to determine which type 
of visit is appropriate. The 
options are:
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — All pa-
tients must enter through the 
screening tent on the ER side 
of the building. Well visits are 
available from 8 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. each day. Sick visits are 
scheduled from 2:30 to 5 p.m. 
The Respiratory Care Clin-
ic remains open for patients 

exhibiting symptoms of flu, 
COVID-19 or other respira-
tory illness.
Telemedicine — Patients 

opting to participate in tele-
medicine can see their pro-
viders from the comfort of 
their own homes. Like in-per-
son visits, such appointments 
are scheduled in advance. The 
app used for the visit must be 
downloaded prior to the ap-
pointment. At the designated 
appointment time, the pa-
tient will click a link from an 
email and the visit will begin. 
Patients need a smartphone, 
tablet or computer with vid-
eo capabilities and Internet 
access.
Clinic curbside visits — 

Patients scheduled for a curb-
side appointment will enter 
the Paris campus on the clinic 
side and use one of the three 
designated parking spots in 
the handicap section of the 
clinic lot. Signs will direct 
the patient to call the clinic 
to make staff aware of arrival 
and location. Registration is 

completed over the phone, 
and the provider’s team is 
notified a patient is ready to 
be seen. Providers wearing 
appropriate personal protec-
tive equipment will meet pa-
tients at their vehicles. If the 
provider orders lab work, the 
patient will be directed to the 
curbside lab area. In cases of 
inclement weather, appoint-
ments may be rescheduled.
Traditional, in-person 

visits to the clinic — The out-
patient lab remains open as 
usual. Patients coming in for 
lab work must enter through 
the screening tent on the 
ER side of the building. Lab 
hours are Monday through 
Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
and Saturday, 7 a.m. to noon.
Lab curbside visits by ap-

pointment — Patients choos-
ing to utilize the lab’s curb-
side services should make 
an appointment by calling 
217-466-4574. This service 
is available Monday through 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
for patients age 10 and older. 

Curbside service available at hospital REUSE
the news

CLINTON

ALL NEW FORD VEHICLES 
SOLD AT INVOICE OR 

BELOW EVERYDAY

FOR SALES SEE
Aarin Lien & Tom Wilson

765-832-3564
jacksoncars.com

335 So. 3rd St.
Clinton, IN

 2015 Lexus 
NX200

$24,000

2014 Ford Focus
Titanium

$8,998

2009 Jeep Wrangler
Sahara

$16,800

2017 Ford F-350SD
King Ranch

 $51,788

 2014 Ford Focus
SE

$8,900

 2015 Ford F-150
Lariat

$33,200

AeroGen-Tek, a leading provider of highly 
-complex combustion components for 

aerospace and power generation turbine 
engines, is looking for new team members 

to fill roles in the following areas:

    Fabrication                   
    Final Assembly                           
    Spinning    
    Engineering   
    and Many More...

NDT/Xray Level II
Machining
Lasers
Programming

To inquire about or apply for a position:
Visit us in person at 2121 S Main St, Paris, IL; 
Email your resume to HR@aerogentek.com; 
or Call us at 217-465-6549.

NOW HIRING

SavingsSavings
Instant

When you buy 2 Bosch ICON™ 
ClearMax 365 Wiper Blades

Premium Beam

FREE WIPER BLADE INSTALLATION

SAVE SAVE $$88

Vadas Auto Parts
138 E. Court St.   Paris, IL Sat   7 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sun   9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Mon - Fri   7 a.m. - 6 p.m.

(217) 465-8551

1-888-388-9555

TALCUM POWDER ALERT
OVARIAN CANCER

If you used Johnson & Johnson® baby power regularly for 
feminine hygiene and have been diagnosed with OVARIAN 
CANCER, you may be entitled to a CASH settlement.

GO TO ROLSHOUSELAW.COM TO SEE IF YOU QUALIFY.

James Rolshouse is licensed to practice in MN, AZ, IL and NV and associates with other firms across the country. Primary offices in Scottsdale, AZ.

2x2
IPA

JT Law

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD — The 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Op-
portunity (DCEO) today 
announced a new $7.3 mil-
lion investment from the U.S. 
Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) for the Illinois 
Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) program — 
a statewide network focused 
solely on supporting Illinois 
businesses and entrepre-
neurs in starting, growing 
and maintaining their busi-
nesses at no cost. In the wake 
of COVID-19, SBDCs have 
played a vital role in connect-
ing businesses with support 
resources and assistance pro-
grams designed to help keep 
businesses afloat.

New funding will bolster 
the SBDC network of 40 
community-based teams to 
provide additional resources 
for education, training and 
professional business advising 
to small businesses that have 
experienced supply chain dis-
ruptions, staffing challenges, 
a decrease in gross receipts or 
customers, or a closure as a re-
sult of COVID-19.

“With 1.2 million small 
businesses employing nearly 
half the state’s private work-
force, Illinois’ small business-
es are truly the lifeblood of 
Illinois’ economy and core 
to DCEO’s mission,” said 
Michael Negron, Assistant 
Director of DCEO.  “This ad-
ditional funding will help us 
reach even more employers in 
providing the assistance and 
resources they need to not 
only move beyond this crisis, 
but to emerge stronger and 
thriving.” 

New funding will support 
SBDC host organizations to 
increase assistance and ex-
pand outreach for small busi-
nesses across the state, with a 
concerted effort to reach busi-

State invests $7.3 million in small business development
Funds to boost 
outreach, training 
and professional 
guidance for small 
businesses

nesses owned by minorities, 
women, persons with disabil-
ities, veterans and those locat-
ed in rural areas. 

“The Illinois SBDC wel-
comes these additional re-
sources through our federal 
partner the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration in order 
to dramatically increase the 
capacity and level of assis-
tance provided to Illinois 
entrepreneurs and small busi-
nesses, particularly to those 
small businesses in under-
served areas throughout the 
state,” said Mark Petrilli, the 
State Director for the Illinois 
SBDC Network.

“The SBA is thrilled to see 
additional support going to 
the Illinois Small Business 
Development Center net-
work, who are tireless advo-
cates for the state’s entrepre-
neurs,” U.S. Small Business 
Administration Illinois Dis-
trict Director Robert “Bo” 
Steiner said. “These centers 
have provided critical sup-
port to small business owners 
impacted by COVID-19 as 
they apply for loans and strat-
egize for the coming weeks, 
months, and years. We look 
forward to seeing the impact 
of our shared efforts and 
growing our partnership.”

Throughout the crisis, SB-
DCs have been working on 
the front lines with small busi-
nesses to help them access 
economic assistance to help 
make payroll, address urgent 
operational needs and literal-
ly keep the lights on. Targeted 
emergency assistance pro-
grams created by the Pritz-
ker administration as well as 
federal government are one 
critical component of keeping 
Illinois businesses open, and 
residents employed. 

When the global pandem-
ic stuck, Hammer’s Bar & 
Restaurant (Bartonville) uti-
lized its long-time relation-
ship with the Illinois SBDC/
ITC at Bradley University in 
securing an SBA PPP loan 
of $27,000 through a local 
bank.  Owner and Peoria Riv-
ermen Hall of Famer, Brad 
Kempthorne said, “The loan 
is instrumental for Hammer’s 
Bar and Restaurant to be able 

to look at the future instead 
of looking to close the doors. 
The valued employees we 
have are able to be paid and 
we know that bills can and 
will be paid. Some employees 
have been here 10 plus years.”

With 40 full-time Illinois 
SBDCs located throughout 
Illinois — more than any 
SBDC Network in the nation 
— Illinois’ SBDCs have been 
at the front lines supporting 
small businesses when they 
need it most, providing no-
cost, direct confidential busi-
ness guidance, access to capi-
tal, information, training,  and 
other resources to start-up 
and existing small businesses.

K9 University Chicago, 
which employs many peo-
ple in the underserved East 
Garfield Park neighborhood, 
faced an uncertain future 
when COVID-19 struck.  
Thankfully they knew they 
could turn to the Illinois 
SBDC at Greater Southwest 
Development Corporation 
for assistance in securing 
SBA PPP and EIDL funds 
of $210,000.  Owner Ruby 
Madrigal said, “the funds al-
lowed me to pay my staff and 
continue to fund overhead on 
my facility and remain open 
as an essential business for 
many clients who spent their 
days on the front line battling 
this virus.”

Illinois SBDCs have seen 
a demonstrable increase in 
interactions with business-
es due to the crisis, and staff 
members continue to work 
full-time helping businesses 
in spite of the crisis. Since the 
beginning of March, SBDCs 
have seen a 54% increase in 
businesses served through 
one-on-one sessions and 
trainings, relative to the same 
time frame last year. These 
efforts have helped approxi-
mately 182 unique business-
es get access to an estimated 
$19 million in grants and 
loans from state and federal 
programs in recent weeks. 
These businesses employ a 
combined 34,000 workers 
throughout the state.

Sagamore Publishing LLC 
(Champaign) is a 30-year-old 
publisher of books, journals, 

BY DEAN FOSDICK
Associated Press

Gardening's popularity has 
surged during the coronavirus 
pandemic. It provides exer-
cise, outdoor time, emotional 
well-being and wholesome 
produce. Home gardening also 
can provide some hunger relief 
to others during a time of rising 
food insecurity.

Many home gardeners are 
donating portions of their 
freshly picked harvests to food 
banks, meal programs and 
shelters.

Some are cultivating giving 
gardens set aside for donations. 
These plots are weighted to-
ward long-term storage crops 
like carrots and winter squash 
or nutrient-dense potatoes and 
beans.

Christie Kane, a spokes-
woman for Gardener's Supply 
Company in Burlington, Ver-
mont, said gardeners can make 
a big difference for neighbors 
in need by donating a steady 
supply of fresh produce. She 
added the nation's overbur-
dened food pantries generally 
only have access to canned 
fruits and vegetables. 

Even before the coronavi-
rus crisis, an estimated 37.2 
million people or 11.1 percent 
of all U.S. households lacked 
reliable access to enough food 
for a healthy standard of liv-
ing, according to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. Now, 
joblessness and lost wages due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak 
are forcing millions more to 
choose between food and oth-
er essentials.

AmpleHarvest.org is an or-
ganization that helps garden-
ers find food pantries eager 
to obtain freshly picked crops 

Home gardeners 
can help the hungry and other educational mate-

rials used around the globe.  
With assistance from the Illi-
nois SBDC at the Champaign 
County EDC (CUSBDC), 
the company was able to se-
cure a $115,000 SBA PPP 
loan, a $10,000 SBA EIDL ad-
vance and is currently seeking 
to obtain additional financial 
assistance. 

“The PPP allowed the 
company to keep everyone 
employed and use that time 
to completely retool our on-
line presence; we are now in a 
stronger position to help stu-
dents access the educational 
materials they need whether 
they are on a college campus 
or staying safe at home,” Sag-
amore President Peter Ban-
non said. “I cannot emphasize 
enough that most of these 
programs would not have 
been options for Sagamore 
Publishing LLC without the 
help of the CUSBDC.”

Since the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Pritzker administration has 
put in place a menu of new 
programming and policies 
geared toward residents and 
communities hit hardest by 
the disease — including small 
businesses.  Over the past sev-
eral weeks, DCEO and the Il-
linois SBDCs have:
nLaunched $100 million in 

small business relief and assis-
tance programs — including 
the Downstate Small Business 
Stabilization Program, the 
Emergency Small Business 
Loan Fund, the Emergency 
Hospitality Grant Program, 
and more. 
nConducted extensive out-

reach to businesses seeking 
COVID-19 support, resourc-
es and state-funded programs. 
This includes webinars, news-
letters, briefings and social 
media outreach, which have 
engaged more than 35,000 
businesses directly — with 
these stakeholders represent-
ing millions of business own-
ers throughout the state and 
from a variety of industries. 
In all, more than 45,000 in-
quiries from businesses have 
been handled by DCEO, 20 
times the amount over this 
time last year.

for their clients. Executive 
Director Gary Oppen-
heimer said millions more 
are planting but safety is a 
priority when harvesting 
homegrown produce, es-
pecially if sharing it with 
others. 

Oppenheimer had sever-
al suggestions for donating 
to food pantries such as: 
Calling ahead to schedule 
a drop; wear gloves; main-
tain social distancing; and 
be sure the food pantry is 
a not-for-profit that gives 
away food without a charge.

Expanding the growing 
seasons stretches the abili-
ty to give for a longer time 
period. Start earlier in the 
spring and continue pro-
duction well into early win-
ter using lights, row covers 
and other shelters to protect 
plants from frost.

Other yield-boosting 
tips:
nPractice succession 

gardening. Plant new crops 
immediately where others 
have been harvested.
nKeep on picking. Har-

vesting crops like green 
beans promptly enables 
them to flower and produce 
still more beans.  
nUse small spaces, too, 

like patio and windowsills, 
for container gardens, or 
grow vertical with vine 
crops.
nShare space or time 

with neighbors or family 
members that may have 
space but no time to garden. 

Melinda Myers, a horti-
culturist and television/ra-
dio host from Mukwonago, 
Wisconsin, said gardening 
is good for the mind, body, 
spirit, and so is sharing. She 
added it is also a way for 
families to spend time to-
gether and is an activity that 
provides valuable lessons to 
children.

For more about how and 
where to donate surplus 
produce visit AmpleHar-
vest.org: https://amplehar-
vest.org/covid19garden-
ers/
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